ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETING
APRIL 15, 2008
Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board Meeting on April 15, 2008 at 7:15 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan.   Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Compagner, Oonk, Barkel, and Zylstra.
1. Supervisor Nykamp called the meeting to order.

   Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

   Invocation offered by Supervisor Nykamp.
2. Motion made by Trustee Zylstra to approve the minutes of the April 1, 2008 Board Meeting. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed. 

3. Clerk Evink presented the bills for payment.  Treasurer Myaard made a motion to approve payment of bills as submitted. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.
4. Treasurer Myaard gave his Financial Report. Zeeland Township received a check from the county covering all delinquent real property taxes. We will continue to collect delinquent taxes on leased land and personal property at the township office.
5. Building and Zoning Administrator Mannes gave his monthly report.  Building permit requests were up for the month of March. 
6. Business Items:
a. Dawn Christiansen and Jeff Pols presented Aflac Insurance to the board for consideration.
b. Zeeland Charter Township paid $75,000 to the Howard Miller Library Fund. This payment is paid annually for three years according to our contract.
c. Charter Channel 22 is seeking funds for operation. Zeeland Charter Township will vote at a later date to support basic service as well as vote on an optional service that would allow the township’s board meetings to be televised. Charter 22 must receive funds of $59,000 to continue operation. An additional $40,000 would allow Charter 22 to broadcast two board meetings per month. Zeeland Charter Township shares these expenses with several other subscribers. Our portion of the basic service would be $4,425 for the year. The optional broadcast service would be split evenly between participating members.
7. Committee Reports:
a. PLANNING COMMISSION. Treasurer Myaard reported on the April 8, 2008 meeting. Don Mannes introduced for first reading ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT ORDINANCE NO. 348. These changes will redefine several sections of the ordinance concerning lot, yard and building requirements for the agricultural and residential districts in our township.
b. BUILDING AND GROUNDS/ CEMETERY. Clerk Evink brought to attention the poor condition of some of the township’s cemeteries. She requested the Cemetery Committee to take action in order to have the cemeteries ready for Memorial Day.

c. ROADS. The Ottawa County Road Commission Public Hearing will be April 24, 2008 for the Road Projects.
8. Supervisor’s Report
a. Spurt Industries is working with the township to provide a service for residents to dispose of their yard refuse in the fall. 
b. The work on the 72nd Water Project started April 15, 2008. 
9. Citizen / Public Comment. Ottawa County Treasurer Brad Slagh reported on his analysis of the county’s financial health. He noted the number of   delinquent parcels have increased this year causing the amount of delinquent taxes handed back to the townships to increase. Also of concern is the declining rate earned on investments creating a decrease in earned interest.  
10. Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink, Clerk

Lisa Freeman, Recording Secretary
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