ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

August 19, 2008

The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on August 19, 2008 at 7:15 pm in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Compagner, Oonk, and Zylstra. 
1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Treasurer Al Myaard.
2. Motion made by Trustee Barkel to approve the minutes of the August 5, 2008 meeting. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed.
3. Clerk Evink presented the bills for payment. Trustee Oonk motioned to approve payment of bills as submitted. Trustee Compagner supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.

4. Treasurer Myaard gave the Financial Report.  
5. Building and Zoning Administrator Mannes gave his monthly report. 
a. 13 permits were issued during the month of July. Included were commercial permits for Lakeshore Candle Company and J & H Oil.
b. That the Planning & Zoning Committee had discussed revisions to the August 2007 Ordinance Manual. Landscape requirements will be reduced. An abandoned vehicle ordinance will be reinstated. The wind energy ordinance will add a decommissioning plan as well as consider allowing small, rooftop units.
6. Business Items:
a. Trustee Compagner reported on maintenance needs for Beaverdam Fire Station. The floor needs to be replaced to address drainage problems. Cabinets need to be moved to accommodate the longer truck. Compagner made a motion to accept a bid from Hark VanRhee of $43,933.00 to replace the cement floor, update electric, heating, cooling, and lighting. Motion supported by Trustee Oonk which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.
b. ZCT received 17 bids for construction of the Adams Street Shared Use Path. (Section between 76th Ave. and Esker Drive.) Brenner Excavating submitted the lowest bid. Trustee Barkel made a motion to except the bid of $317,131.00 for Adams Street Shared Use Path. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. Work will begin the week following Labor Day. ZCT will receive grant money covering 80% of the expenses.
c. Tom Jekel presented a request for a Fire Department website. Jekel proposed using the website for public education concerning fire prevention as well as fire department information. The public portal would link from Zeeland Charter Township’s website. A secure portal would be set up for the fire department members. Jekel notified the board that in the future, EMS (Emergency Medical Services) will mandate that all departments must be able to link electronically to the state system to report patient information. Trustee and Fire Committee Member Compagner liked the idea of improving communication within the fire department as well as the ability for firemen to email using a department address instead of their personal email address. Supervisor Nykamp expressed concern about the possibility of inappropriate photos of accidents appearing on the website. The board will take under advisement the fire department’s website proposal.

7. Committee Reports:

a. MACC & MACC Tech. Nykamp reported that part of the M-121 highway will be considered being turned into a shared use path. 
b. FIRE. Trustee Compagner requested the Fire Department have an insurance representative present information concerning coverage for on the job injuries
c. CEMETERY COMMITTEE. Trustee Barkel is drafting a cemetery ordinance for the committee to review. He is also seeking quotes from various companies for new cemetery signage.

d. LANDFILL. Zeeland Board of Public Works will be purchasing methane via Bob Jones from the Autumn Hills Landfill. They will use the methane to generate electricity. 
e. MILLAGE. Treasurer Myaard and Clerk Evink would like to decrease the millage from 3.4 to 3.25, a decrease of .15 mills.  Due to a decrease in future water and sewer projects and healthy cash reserves they feel a lower millage would be reasonable. The proposed millage decrease would lower revenue to the township by $60,000. Nykamp reminded the board the money was collected for future projects such as shared use paths. Trustee Zylstra and Compagner like the idea of stepping down the millage in small increments. Trustee Barkel recognizes that many people in the township are experiencing financial difficulties and would appreciate tax relief. Nykamp cautioned the board to delay judgment on millage until the 2009 budget has been reviewed and actual figures available.
8. Supervisor’s Report.

a. Shared Use Path Update. The total cost of the completed shared use path running from Esker Drive to 64th Ave. was $154,298.49. This includes the cost of paving around the Drenthe Fire Station.
b. ZCT submitted a claim for $5000 to FEMA for the shared use path washout earlier this summer. We should receive a check from FEMA for 75% of the cost. The state will possibly contribute another 12%.
c. Nykamp is reviewing the 2009 budget. Revenues are expected to be down $200,000. He is planning to increase salaries 3%. He asked the board to review the proposed budget and submit comments and concerns. The 2009 budget will be voted on during the September 16th board meeting.  
d. Nykamp thanked the press for the excellent article highlighting the 50th Anniversary of the Drenthe Chicken BBQ.

9. Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
