Zeeland Charter Township
Board Meeting Minutes 

July 17, 2007

The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on July 17, 2007 at 7:15 pm in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Brad Slagh, Clerk Marilyn Evink, Treasurer Al Myaard, Trustees Compagner, Barkel, Nykamp, Oonk.

1.      Supervisor Slagh called the meeting to order.
Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Invocation was offered by Trustee Oonk.

2.      Motion made by Trustee Oonk to approve the minutes of the June 19, 2007 meeting. Trustee Compagner supported the motion which passed.

3.      Mr. Doug Place was present to ask the Board for permission to have a fireworks display for Kemme’s at 4135 – 80th Avenue, on August 4, 2007 (with a rain date of August 11, 2007). Lynn and Rachel Kemme will be celebrating their 26th Wedding Anniversary. Mr. Place is asking that the Board approve a permit for this Fireworks display. Trustee Nykamp made a motion to approve this permit if the criteria from the Township Fire Department along with our insurance company are met prior to the date of August 4, 2007. Motion supported by Trustee Barkel which passed.

4.      Clerk Evink presented the bills for payment. Trustee Nykamp made a motion to approve payment of bills as submitted. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 

5.      Treasurer Myaard gave his Financial Report. Noted that the Board of Review met today and that the Summer Taxes are beginning to come in.

6.      Building and Zoning Administrator Don Mannes gave his monthly report.

7.      Public Hearing declared open for LAKESHORE CANDLE COMPANY requesting an INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE. Larry Haveman, part owner to Lakeshore Candle Company presented to the Board a quick introduction of how this company uses Soy Bean Product to make their candles which is a benefit when living in a farming community. They have intentions of adding 10 to 15 jobs within the next 2 years. Motion by Treasurer Myaard and supported by Trustee Nykamp to close the public hearing. Carried. Trustee Compagner made a motion to approve RESOLUTION #679 approving the Industrial Facilities Exemption in the amount of $381,929.00 for a period of 12 years. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.

8.      New Holland Street Corridor - Don Mannes, Zeeland Charter Township Building Inspector and Zoning Administrator spoke to the Board about this County Planning Commission effort to create standard east/west corridor setbacks on both New Holland and Port Sheldon Streets, for the entire length. The intention is to have each municipality “sign on” and pass an overlay district ordinance. The Board instructed Don Mannes to discuss the spacing that has been designated between driveways at the next meeting.

9.       Zeeland Charter Township Board has decided to send our Zoning Ordinance rewrite back to the Planning Commission to look into the driveway spacing requirements on Arterial roads. 

10.  Motion by Trustee Oonk and supported by Trustee Nykamp to authorize Supervisor Slagh and Clerk Evink to sign this newly established Express (MAX) Transportation Agreement. Motion carried.  

11.  Motion by Trustee Nykamp and supported by Treasurer Myaard to share the cost of the 96TH AVE BIKE PATH (RILEY TO QUINCY) with Holland Township. The bid for the project came in at $110, 738.25. Zeeland Charter Township has committed to fund ½ of this project so our share would be $55,369.12. Motion passed unanimously with a roll call vote. Project will begin in July 2007 and end by September 2007.

12.  Supervisor Brad Slagh informed the Zeeland Charter Township Board of the termination of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). After the confirmation that Zeeland Charter Township does not own or operate any Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems in the urbanized area, it was confirmed that the certificate of coverage be terminated. Therefore Zeeland Township resulted in an overpayment of the 2007 fees of $2,000.00. This will be refunded in the near future. 

13.  Supervisor Slagh reviewed the 2006 Township Audit with the Board. There were no material issues discovered in the audit and auditors feel we have made positive headway in the past year.

14.  Supervisor Brad Slagh reported on the following:

a.       Prairie Winds Water and Sewer systems should become “live” within the next couple of days.

b.      Road work updates were given by Trustee Nykamp.

c.       Supervisor Slagh gave his Thanks to Trustees Nykamp and Compagner for the work they did by removing the trailer from VanZoren Woods.

15.  Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

        Respectfully submitted,
        Marilyn Evink – Clerk
        Deb Kortman – Recording Secretary

