Zeeland Charter Township
Board Meeting Minutes 

March 21, 2006

The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on March 21, 2006 at 7:15 pm in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Brad Slagh, Clerk Marilyn Evink, Trustees Compagner, Nykamp, Oonk, Van Ginhoven. Absent; Treasurer Myaard.

1.      Supervisor Brad Slagh called the meeting to order.
Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Invocation was offered by Marilyn Evink.

2.      Motion made by Trustee Van Ginhoven to approve the minutes from the March 7, 2006 meeting. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed. 

3.      Clerk Evink presented bills for payments. Trustee Van Ginhoven made a motion to approve payment of bills as submitted. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. Absent: Treasurer Myaard.

4.      Motion made by Clerk Evink to appoint Trustees Oonk and Nykamp to the Election Commission. Motion supported by Trustee Oonk which carried.

5.      Building and Zoning Administrator Don Mannes gave his monthly Report.

6.      Linda Lefebre, Macatawa Area Express (MAX) Coordinator was present and talked to the Zeeland Charter Township Board regarding what benefits adding this transportation opportunity to our residents would have. Many passionate residents were present and shared why they would love to have Zeeland Charter Township allow MAX Transit to function here. Lisa Pepper, representing her sister who needs to rely on family to get her to dialysis treatments, and could easily use this MAX transit. Lisa would like to have this option open for her sister use. Jenny Webster, another resident needing dialysis treatments, along with having a brain tumor which causes seizers. She has not lost her drivers license yet, but realizes that she will need to rely on the MAX in the near future. Donna Buntz has a mentally disabled teenager which hopes that in future she and her husband can rely also on having their son benefit from this transportation. Kim Remera a single mother working in Holland, trying to make ends meet, would love to be able to benefit from this service. Carol Amen has a disabled son that needs this MAX transportation to get to and from work. Mr. Al Vandenburg from the City of Zeeland, emphasized to the Board that even though this will never be a “money maker” for the Township, and will cost Zeeland Charter Township money, it is a wonderful benefit for its residents. A motion was made from Trustee Nykamp to table this, for Board’s consideration. Trustee Compagner supported the motion which passed. 

7.      Motion made by Trustee Nykamp and supported by Trustee Oonk to adopt          RESOLUTION #636 - AUTHORITY TO ADOPT THE Z.C.T. MASTER PLAN. Motion passed unanimously with a roll call vote. Absent: Treasurer Myaard.

8.      Motion made by Trustee Van Ginhoven and supported by Trustee Nykamp for RESOLUTION #637 – TO ADOPT THE ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN AS PRESENTED. Motion passed unanimously with a roll call vote. Absent: Treasurer Myaard.   
9.      Public Hearing declared open for WALTERS GARDENS, INC., requesting an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate. Jim Donkersloot and Troy Shoemaker were present and gave a general description of the request. Motion by Trustee Nykamp and supported by Trustee Van Ginhoven to close the public hearing. Carried. Trustee Van Ginhoven made a motion to approve RESOLUTION #638 approving the Industrial Facilities Exemption, in the amount of $526,214.00 for 12 years. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. Absent: Treasurer Myaard.

10.  Motion made by Trustee Compagner to approve RESOLUTION #639 –  Z.C.T. FIRE DEPARTMENT FIRE 1 MILL. RENEWAL. Motion supported by Trustee  Nykamp for this 7 year renewal to be on our August election. Motion passed unanimously with a roll call vote. Absent: Treasurer Myaard.

11.  Motion made by Trustee Nykamp to approve RESOLUTION #640 – ROAD MAINTENANCE 1 MILL. RENEWAL. Motion supported by Clerk Evink for this 7 year renewal to be on our August election. Motion passed unanimously with a roll call vote. Absent: Treasurer Myaard.

12.  Motion made by Trustee Nykamp to proceed with the BYRON ROAD SEWER FORCEMAIN – SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT, along with the proceedings of Bonding over 7 years contingent upon working out all the details. Motion supported by Trustee Compagner which passed. Absent: Treasurer Myaard.

13.  Motion made by Clerk Evink to adopt RESOLUTION #641  - COUNTY SEAT OF OTTAWA COUNTY.  Requesting the County commissioners to move the County Seat to a more central location in the County. Motion supported by Trustee Van Ginhoven, carried. Absent: Treasurer Myaard.

14.  The Ottawa County Road Commission has a total of $58,000.00 for Rural bike paths. Therefore a motion was made by Clerk Evink to add the additional funds from the General Fund for adding a bike path on Adams St. between the cross streets of 76th Ave. and 80th Ave. in the amount of $93,000.00. Motion supported by Trustee Compagner and passed unanimously with a roll call vote. Absent: Treasurer Myaard. 

15.  Motion made by Clerk Evink to adopt RELOLUTION #642 OPPOSING THE STATE TAKING AWAY LOCAL CONTROL OF CABLE FRANCHISING.   A motion was made by Trustee Nykamp and supported by Trustee Oonk to allow Trustee Compagner to abstain from the vote. Motion passed unanimously. Absent: Treasurer Myaard.                                                                 
Support of this motion was made by Trustee Van Ginhoven which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. Absent: Treasurer Myaard. 

16.  Motion made by Clerk Evink and supported by Trustee Nykamp to cancel the next Zeeland Charter Township Board Meeting scheduled for April 4, 2006. Carried. 

17.  A motion was made by Trustee Nykamp to have Trustee Van Ginhoven represent the Township on the West Michigan Strategic Alliance Green Infrastructure Initiative. Motion supported by Trustee Compagner which passed. 

18.  Supervisor Brad Slagh reported on the following:

a)      There will be an Ottawa County Road Committee meeting April 27th at 10:30 a.m. to discuss the Quincy Street upgrade from 48th Avenue west 1100 feet.

19.  Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Marilyn Evink – Clerk
Deb Kortman – Recording Secretary

