ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

October 21, 2008
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on October 21, 2008 at 7:15 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Compager, and Oonk.  Absent: Supervisor Nykamp and Trustee Zylstra
1. Clerk Evink called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Trustee Compagner.

2. Motion made by Trustee Compagner to appoint Treasurer Myaard as temporary Chairman for the October 21, 2008 Board Meeting. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed. Absent: Nykamp and Zylstra.
3. Motion made by Trustee Oonk to approve the minutes of the October 7, 2008 meeting. Trustee Compagner supported the motion. Carried. Absent: Nykamp and Zylstra.
4. Trustee Compagner deleted the Fire Web Site Proposal from the Board Meeting Agenda. The representative from K-Data Systems was unable to come to the meeting.
5. Clerk Evink presented the bills for payment. Trustee Oonk made a motion to approve payment of bills as submitted. Trustee Compagner supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Nykamp and Zylstra.
6. Treasurer Myaard gave his Financial Report. Noted that a State Legislative Report of October 17 projects property taxes will decrease for the first time in state history.  

7. Building and Zoning Administrator Mannes gave his monthly report.  September saw 12 building permit applications, 4 for new homes. To date we received 22 building permits for new home construction this year. Last year had a total of 42. 
8.  Business Items

a. Grand Valley student, Melissa Buzzard, presented her evaluation of VanZoeren Woods and its relationship to other area parks. Based on the Recreation Opportunity Spectrum, a 6 facet characteristic rating scale, VanZoeren scored a “1” or “primitive” score on every characteristic. Buzzard concluded VanZoeren is unique to other area parks based on its “primitive” score.  She feels there is value to maintaining its primitive condition and advises the township to limit their improvements to the park. Trustee Oonk presented Buzzard with a gift certificate in appreciation for her research on VanZoeren Woods.
b. The Board declared a Public Hearing open for ZEELAND FARM SERVICES PA 198 requesting three INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES TAX EXEMPTIONS.  Representative Brian Terborg from ZFS briefly described their operation and the pieces of equipment for which they are seeking IFTs. Trustee Barkel made a motion to close the Public Hearing. Trustee Compagner supported. Carried. 
c. Trustee Compagner made a motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 696 FOR ZEELAND FARM SERVICES IFT for the amount of $1,605,000 for 12 years. This IFT is for soybean extraction machinery. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Nykamp and Zylstra.
d. Trustee Oonk made a motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 697 FOR ZEELAND FARM SERVICES IFT for the amount of $1,400,000 for 12 years. This IFT is for storage tanks. Clerk Evink supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Nykamp and Zylstra.
e. Trustee Barkel made a motion to approve 
RESOLUTION NO. 698 FOR ZEELAND FARM SERVICES IFT for the amount of $407,500. This IFT is for office equipment. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Nykamp and Zylstra.
f. The Board declared a Public Hearing open for WOODWAYS PA. 198 requesting an INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES TAX EXEMPTION. Suzanne Rudnitzki, representative for Woodways, seeks an IFT for an addition to the current building and new CNC equipment. Woodways is expanding their cabinetry business to medical facilities which requires them to provide “green” manufactured cabinets.  Trustee Compagner made a motion to close the Public Hearing. Trustee Barkel supported the motioned. Carried.
g. Trustee Oonk made a motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 699 FOR WOODWAYS IFT  for the amount of $512,803 for 12 years.  Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Nykamp and Zylstra.
h. The board discussed a CUSTOM TOOLING RECOVERY ZONE ABATEMENT. Attorney Ron Bultje informed the board that this tax abatement was put into place to help the tool and die industry in the face of foreign competition. The abatement grants a full exemption of all state and local taxes. Federal, Special, and Bond taxes are not exempt. All taxes owed to the township would be lost. The state would reimburse school and county taxes. Ken Dolsen, attorney for West Coast Tooling Coalition and Phil Allen, president of West Coast Tooling Coalition, described the cooperative nature among members to share machinery, employees, contract work, and health care costs to help them compete with foreign tool and die companies. Without this abatement, Custom Tooling has a competitive disadvantage with the coalition members. The Recovery Zone has 12 years remaining. ZCT could set the abatement for all 12 years or for a shorter time period. The last three years of the abatement decreases the percentage of tax exemption. Treasurer Myaard mentioned ZCT would have lost $8,176.04 in township taxes this year if Custom Tooling had abatement. Trustee Compagner made a motion to table the decision on granting an abatement until the full board can discuss the request at a future tentative date. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed. Absent: Nykamp and Zylstra.
i. Trustee Compagner made a motion to approve a 3% increase making fire calls and meetings, $21.25 and $15.22 respectively. Training remains at $10. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Nykamp and Zylstra.
j. Attorney Bultje reviewed the proposed Cemetery Ordinance. He asked the board for clarifications several issues. The First Reading of the Cemetery Ordinance will be postponed until Bultje completes ordinance revisions.
8. Committee Reports:

a. PLANNING COMMISSION. Working on 3 ordinance changes: abandoned vehicle, landscape, wind energy ordinance. Should be ready for public hearing in 1-2 months. The Vriesland Country Store is progressing well.  A Public Hearing approved moving a Byron Road farmhouse to 72nd Ave.
b. FIRE. Insurance agent presented insurance options to the department.
c. BUILDING /GROUNDS. Station 2 still needs some work completed.
d. CEMETERY. Getting new pricing on signs.

e. ELECTION. Newsletter will be sent this week with voter information and sample ballot.
9. Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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