ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

September 2, 2008

The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on September 2, 2008 at 7:15 pm in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Compagner, Oonk, and Zylstra. 
1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Trustee Barkel.

2. Motion made by Trustee Zylstra to approve the minutes of the August 19, 2008 meeting. Oonk supported the motion which passed.
3. Treasurer Myaard gave his financial report.
4. Business Items:
a. Budget Review.  Supervisor Nykamp presented his proposed 2009 Budget.  The budget will be voted on at the September 16th meeting.
· Salaries to increase 3%.

· Board and committee members to receive an additional $5 per meeting.
· Supervisor’s compensation to increase 3% plus $3000 in lieu of receiving a health insurance package.

· Assessor to receive a 20 cent/parcel increase.

· Law Enforcement to receive a 4.4% increase.

· Building and Grounds to receive a substantial increase to cover maintenance.
b.
Millage Decrease. The board is considering decreasing the millage by .15 mills for the non-voted budgeted items. Evink feels the decrease could be greater; however, Nykamp and Compagner are concerned about cutting the budget too much in the event of unplanned emergency needs. Evink feels the current tax level is a hardship for many residents. Nykamp believes people are not deterred by our millage rates when considering moving into the township.  Compagner would like to see some certainty of where revenue sharing is going.  Zylstra believes the board has been good stewards of the township’s resources.
c.    VanZoeren Woods. Supervisor Nykamp requested GVSU student Melissa Buzzard to present the result of her research in VanZoeren Woods at the October 21, 2008 board meeting. 
5. Committee Reports:

.
a. CEMETERY COMMITTEE. Trustee Barkel is working on a 2nd draft of the cemetery ordinance. He made a decision concerning sign design and will report to the cemetery committee at the next meeting.
b. ROADS. MDOT reopened 88th Ave. Perry Street has gravel in place and 52nd Ave. is progressing well. 64th Ave. will be resurfaced on the new section. The Hudsonville Rest Area project is underway. 
c. PARKS AND RECREATION. Compagner reported the Drenthe Grove Association would like to update the process of running the park. They would also like to purchase more picnic tables and stainless steel grids for the barbeque pits. Compagner suggested the Drenthe Grove Association submit a detailed expense account for the Annual Chicken BBQ. 


6. Supervisor’s Report.

a. Nykamp met with the Fred Meijer Trail Association. The State of Michigan will contribute half of the cost of the trail. Fredrik Meijer will cover 25% and the townships are responsible for the remaining 25%. Costs have double since the original estimates were created. Nykamp is encouraging Zeeland, Jamestown and Byron Townships to double their portions so that this project can be completed.  Treasurer Oonk agrees that it is a good idea to take advantage of the available funding to create this bike trail. The trail would run along Byron Road and would connect with the Kent Trail system to the east and the Upper Macatawa system to the west. 
b. Construction for the final section of bike path along Adams Street begins the week of September 8.

7. Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
