ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

September 16, 2008

The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on September 16, 2008 at 7:15 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Compager, Oonk, and Zylstra. 

1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Invocation offered by Trustee Zylstra.

2. Motion made by Trustee Compagner to approve the minutes of the September 2, 2008 meeting. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed.
3. Clerk Evink presented the bills for payment. Trustee Oonk made a motion to approve payment of bills as submitted. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 
4. Clerk Evink presented bond payment reports. Trustee Zylstra made a motion to pay the Byron Road Bond Payment of $125,000 using $76,000 from the General Fund making the total owed the General Fund $203,651. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.
5. Treasurer Myaard gave the financial report.  September 15th was the last day to    pay summer taxes without penalty. Myaard was pleased with the percentage of paid taxes.          

6. Building and Zoning Administrator Mannes gave his monthly report.  There were seven new house building permits submitted for the month of August. ZCT has not had that many building permits since mid 2005.
7. Business Items:
a. A Public Hearing was opened for NORTH AMERICAN NATURAL RESOURCES.  PA 198.  Bette Marvin presented the Board with details concerning the electric generating facility to be located on their property, just west of their current Gas Compression Station at the corner of 56th Ave. and Adams Street. North American recently signed a contract with Zeeland Board of Public Works to provide the city of Zeeland with electricity.  Marvin informed the Board that Autumn Hills Landfill will continue to produce methane for many more years and will continue producing even after the landfill closes. 
b. Motion made by Trustee Oonk to close the public hearing. Trustee Compagner supported the motion which passed.

c. Ken Rizzio of Ottawa County Economic Development representing North American reminded the Board that tax abatements need to be filed by October 31. 

d. Clerk Evink motioned to approve Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption RESOLUTION NO. 694 FOR NORTH AMERICAN NATURAL RESOURCES for the amount of $2,766,850 over 12 years. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 
e. FIRE DEPARTMENT WEBSITE. Fire Chief Gord Van Haitsma appeared before the Board with a request to approve a Fire Department website. Trustee Zylstra would prefer the Fire Department access their website from the Zeeland Charter Township website instead of having their own independent site. The Fire Department would have a secure portal for members which would only be accessible with a password. Supervisor Nykamp would also like board members to have the ability to access the Fire Department’s secure portal for accountability purposes. Committee Chairman Trustee Compagner likes the idea of the fire department and all other township entities linking from Zeeland Charter Township’s website.  The Fire Department will pay for and develop the content of their website. The website request also includes training expenses to administer the website. Trustee Compagner made a motion to approve the website project for the Fire Department for an amount not to exceed $4000. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed unanimously.

f. 2009 BUDGET HEARING. Supervisor Nykamp based the 2009 budget on a lower non-voted millage. Treasurer Myaard moved that Zeeland Charter Township lower the non-voted operating budget by .15 mils to 3.25 mils. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Ayes: Zylstra, Barkel, Myaard, Nykamp, Compagner, and Oonk; Nays: Evink.

g. Raises for Elected Positions.
i. Treasurer Myaard moved to increase the Trustee’s compensation from $65 per meeting to $70 per meeting. Clerk Evink supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.

ii. Trustee Zylstra moved to increase Supervisor’s salary to $48,500 and $3000 in lieu of health insurance. Trustee Compagner supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 

iii. Trustee Oonk moved to increase Clerk’s salary to $27,045. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.

iv. Trustee Compagner moved to increase the Treasurer’s position to $24,046. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote.

v. Treasurer Myaard moved to approve the 2009 Budget in the amount of $2,087,297. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote.

     h.   Supervisor Nykamp received Randy Pugh’s resignation from the Planning
Commission. Nykamp made a motion to appoint Henry Steenwyk to the                                        Planning Commission. Trustee Compagner supported the motion which passed.

8. Committee Reports:

a. MACC & MACC TECH. Treasurer Myaard reported that MDOT presented a bleak outlook for funding. If the State of Michigan does not have money to match federal grants then federal funding will be lost.
b. FIRE. Committee met to review the Fire Chief’s role. The State has increased the Fire Department’s requirements creating more responsibilities for the Chief. The Committee will report to the Board at a later date. 
c. BUILDING /GROUNDS. Fire Station 2 (Beaverdam) is under renovation. 
d. CEMETERY. Trustee Barkel sent out a final draft of the cemetery ordinance. Barkel is also working to create a uniform design for all township cemetery and park signs. Clerk Evink requested a sample of the design for the Board to review. 
e. ROADS. Traffic counts will be taken on various roads for assessment purposes.
9. Supervisor’s Report.

a. Drain at 64th Ave. and Adams St. is complete and functioning.

b. GVSU student Melissa Buzzard will present her findings from the VanZoeren Woods research she conducted at the October 21 Board Meeting.

c. MTA will meet in Allendale on September 29.

d. Annual Education Conference is January 28 – 30 in Detroit.

e. 64th Ave is repaired and recoated.

f. Nykamp received an email from Jamestown Township concerning the Fred Meijer Trail. Jamestown unanimously voted to double their contribution to the path. The next step in the process is to request Fred Meijer Foundation match the contribution. 

10. Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
