ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

April 21, 2009
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on April 21, 2009 at 7:15 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Trustees Barkel, Compagner, Oonk, and Zylstra. Absent: Treasurer Myaard.
1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Trustee Barkel.

2. Motion made by Trustee Barkel to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2009 meeting with one correction. Point 5 should read “Trustee Zylstra made a motion to purchase an updated set of aerial township maps for the office at a cost of $502.50.” Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed. Absent: Treasurer Myaard.
3. Clerk Evink presented the bills for payment. Trustee Zylstra requested fire department checks currently labeled as “Medicare Compensation” be labeled “Payroll Withholding”. Trustee Compagner made a motion to approve payment of bills as submitted. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Treasurer Myaard.  
4. Building and Zoning Administrator Mannes gave his monthly report.  March saw two permits for new home construction. 
5. Citizen Alan Close approached the board with a plan to incorporate bike trails in VanZoeren Woods. Mr. Close is a member of Motion Initiative, a mentoring program teaching life skills for inner city children. Motion Initiative would be interested in bringing their students to VanZoeren Woods to build trails as one of their life skills projects. He feels the park is well suited for bike trails and would be a popular location for trail enthusiasts. 
6. Business Items:
a. Trustee Barkel motioned to approve the ABANDONED VEHICLE ORDINANCE. NO. 352. Motion supported by Trustee Compagner which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Treasurer Myaard.
b. Supervisor Nykamp introduced for 1st reading the MICHIGAN PLANNING ACT ORDINANCE NO. 353. The State of Michigan passed new rules for procedures that were previously handled by resolution. Now they will be addressed with this stand alone ordinance mandated by the state.
c. The board discussed apportioning the cost of construction for Chapter 20 Drain. Trustee Zylstra felt the township should adopt an official policy addressing cost apportionment before levying a tax on residents. Clerk Evink motioned to approve at an estimated cost of $58,000 the CHAPTER 20 DRAIN ASSESSMENT to be paid out of the general fund. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Treasurer Myaard.
d. Funding for reconstructing the intersection at Perry Street and 96th Ave will be covered by a CMAC grant. The cost associated with the right of way ($150,000) will be shared equally between Zeeland and Holland Townships and Ottawa County Road Commission. Zeeland Township’s cost will be $50,000. Trustee Compagner motioned to pay the $50,000 cost of the right of way at Perry Street. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Treasurer Myaard.
e. Supervisor Nykamp proposed designating the property on the southwest corner of Adams Ave. and 64th Street a trailside park. Nykamp sought permission from members of Gordon Ellens’ family to name the park in honor of former Supervisor Ellens’ service to the township. Supervisor Nykamp asked the Township Board to fund the purchase of a commemorative plaque. He will solicit funds from area residents and business to purchase and install a park bench and bike rack. Trustee Zylstra made a motion that we name the park the Gordon J. Ellens Trailside Park. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Treasurer Myaard. Supervisor Nykamp would like to have a dedication ceremony for the park at a later date.
7. Committee Reports:

a. MACC & MACC TECH. Supervisor Nykamp attended MACC TECH recently where they discussed the plans of Ottawa county shared use paths.
b. FIRE. Currently there are 37 firefighters of which 18 are EMTs. The fire department received $670 in donations to purchase smoke detectors for township residents. Smoke detectors will be available at the township office.
c. CEMETERY. Trustee Barkel spoke with Bill DeKleine concerning cemetery property adjoining DeKleine’s property. Mr. DeKleine agreed to sign a long term lease to use township property as an easement. In turn, the township will compensate Mr. DeKleine for maintaining the easement. Cemetery signs should be installed this week.

d. ROADS. There will be a Public Hearing at the Ottawa County Road Commission in Grand Haven May 14, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. concerning construction of Perry Street between 64th Ave. and 56th Ave. A Public Hearing for construction on 76th Ave. will follow at 10:30 a.m. 
e. ELECTION. May 5 is the next election.
8. Supervisor’s Report.

a. We will receive stimulus money to resurface Byron road from Bus. 196 to 64th Ave. Resurfacing will include a 3 foot shoulder on both sides of the road. Byron Road east of 64th will also receive some repair covered by the stimulus package. This project was selected out of 164 applications.

b. 2008 Beaverdam drainage was repaired behind the fire barn.
c. MDNR grant application submitted for Drenthe Grove Park.
9. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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