ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

February 17, 2009

The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on February 17, 2009 at 7:15 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Compager, Oonk, and Zylstra. 

1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Trustee Oonk.

2. Motion made by Trustee Barkel to approve the minutes of the January 20, 2009 meeting. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed. 
3. Citizen Comment. 
Brian Skiles of 8515 Frontage Road asked the board to waive the frontage assessment for his water service. Mr. Skiles received permission for a temporary 2” connection in 2002 with the understanding that the $1200 Trunkage charge was due at that time.  His Frontage charges were deferred until the installation of a permanent line along Frontage Road. Mr. Skiles believed he would owe a total of $1200 for Trunkages and Frontages at the time of permanent hook up. Supervisor Nykamp read for the board all 3 letters sent by the township to Mr. Skiles notifying him of his assessment charges. Trustee Zylstra stated the letters clearly indicate that Frontage charges are separate from Trunkage charges and that the $1200 Trunkage charge was due in 2002. Trustees Compagner and Barkel added that all residents pay both Trunkage and Frontage assessments when connecting to water and it would be unfair if the board waived Mr. Skiles’ Frontage assessment. Trustee Zylstra made a motion to deny the request to waive Mr. Skiles’ Frontage assessment of $3750. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 
John O’Neil of 6924 Kettle Lane asked the board to consider adopting an ordinance addressing excessive dog barking and volunteered his time to assist the township in establishing an ordinance. Mr. O’Neil highlighted his particular experience with barking dogs in his neighborhood. His efforts to address the situation have not been successful and came to the board for help.  Supervisor Nykamp relayed his conversation with Officer Tuttle who said barking dogs were not an excessive problem in the township and that a barking dog ordinance would be difficult to enforce. Clerk Evink asked Mr. O’Neil if he had confronted the dog’s owner. Mr. O’Neil said he had asked a third party to speak to the owner. Supervisor Nykamp recommended Mr. O’Neil keep a log of the time and duration of the barking. He also encouraged Mr. O’Neil to enlist his neighbors’ help in logging the barking occurrences. After sufficient recording Mr. O’Neil could bring a civil suit against the dog owner. Several members of the board mentioned they do not wish to add a barking dog ordinance to the township because of the difficulty in defining what constitutes “annoying behavior.” 
4. Clerk Evink presented the bills for payment. Trustee Compagner made a motion to approve payment of bills as submitted. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 
5. Treasurer Myaard gave the financial report. February 17th was the last day to pay 2008 winter taxes.
6. Building and Zoning Administrator Mannes gave his monthly report. January saw two building permit requests. One permit was for a new home in Zeeland Meadows; the second was for Dutch Treat Salads LLC which will be moving to a commercial building in Production Court. Mannes received changes for the zoning ordinance from Attorney Bultje. The Planning Commission will adopt the changes concerning wind energy and abandoned vehicles at their April 14th meeting.

7. Business Items:
a. Trustee Compagner said Fire Chief VanHaitsma recommended the fire department adopt an interstate agreement to give mutual aid to areas in the United States requiring assistance. By adopting MABAS, the fire department would be reimbursed for costs incurred during emergencies. Trustee Zylstra moved to adopt RESOLUTION #706 MUTUAL AID BOX ALARM SYSTEMS (MABAS). Trustee Compagner supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.

b. Treasurer Myaard motioned to approve RESOLUTION #707 ZEELAND AREA COMMUNITY PARK AND RECREATION PLAN. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.

c. Trustee Compagner motioned to accept a bid of $21,840 for dust control on township gravel roads for 2009. The bid covers 4 applications during the year. Trustee Oonk supported the motion. Roll call: all ayes.

d. Trustee Zylstra moved to adopt RESOLUTION #708 MAX EXPRESS AGREEMENT providing transport for township residents to and from Zeeland Hospital. ZCT will be charged $7.90 per boarding. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 
e. Supervisor Nykamp recommended the board appoint Board of Review members. Trustee Oonk made a motion to appoint Ken Evink, Hudson TerHaar, and Jack Seinen to the Board of Review. Trustee Zylstra seconded the motion. Carried.
f. Trustee Compagner moved to adopt RESOLUTION #709 POVERTY EXEMPTION INCOME GUIDELINES AND ASSET TEST. Clerk Evink supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.

8. Committee Reports:

a. PLANNING COMMISSION. Committee met for a public hearing for Tammy Klubeck. Ms. Klubeck was granted permission to open a gymnastic studio in Production Court. The Special Use Permit addresses lighting, railings, and parking lot striping.

b. BOARD OF APPEAL.  Kevin Busscher may be interested in applying for the position.
c. MACC & MACC TECH. Road Stimulus Package. Treasurer Myaard reported West Michigan will receive funding for six projects. Five roads will receive resurfacing and MAX Transportation will receive new busses. 
d. FIRE. Trustee Compagner motioned to approve a revised supplemental insurance policy for the fire department. The policy will cost $5,387.00 annually. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. Clerk Evink reminded the board that the insurance policy will be paid out of the General Fund. 
Trustee Compagner motioned to adopt POLICY #015 CONCERNING DRUG AND ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION. This policy prohibits firemen from responding to fire calls when their blood/alcohol level exceeds 0.02 grams (consumption of more than one beer.) Trustee Zylstra supported the motion. Roll call: all ayes. 
Trustee Compagner alerted the board that the fire department is in need of 14 new SCBA packs. Each SCBA pack costs $7000 and has longevity of 12-15 years. Compagner mentioned it may be possible to obtain an 8020 grant to cover part of the cost. If this is possible, Compagner would ask the board to consider replacing all 40 SCBA packs, a value of $280,000.00. Every fireman is required by law to have a SCBA pack. 
Two inactive firemen are resigning. 

e. CEMETERY. New cemetery signs should be completed soon. The back of each sign will have cemetery rules and regulations.
f. ROADS. The committee will meet next Thursday evening on February 26, 2009. .
g. LANDFILL/CITIZEN. Trustee Barkel reported on future plans for Autumn Hills. The landfill will reach capacity in 15-20 years. After that time, the property could be used for recreational activities.
9. Supervisor’s Report.

a. The township received reimbursement from FEMA totaling $4000. 
b. Fred Meijer Trail members met in Lansing to discuss future progress. Members considered changing the shape of the path to reduce costs.

c. Board of Review will meet March 9 and 10.
10. Meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m.

 Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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