ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

January 6, 2009
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on January 6, 2009 at 7:15 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Compager, Oonk, and Zylstra. 

1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Trustee Barkel.

2. Motion made by Treasurer Myaard to approve the minutes of the December 16, 2008 meeting. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed. 
3. Motion made by Trustee Zylstra to approve the minutes of the December 30, 2008 Special Board Meeting. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed.
4. Business Items:
a. Trustee Compagner made a motion to approve RESOLUTION NO.705 regarding the 2009 Meeting Schedule. Treasurer Oonk supported the motion which passed unanimously. 
b. Supervisor Nykamp made a recommendation to reappoint Dennis Russcher, Bruce Knoper, and Don Steenwyk to the Planning Commission. Treasurer Myaard made a motion to approve the recommendation which Trustee Barkel supported. Carried.

Supervisor Nykamp made a recommendation to reappoint Russell Mudget and Bruce Knoper for the 2009 Appeal Board.  Trustee Zylstra motioned and Trustee Barkle supported. Carried.
Supervisor Nykamp made a recommendation to reappoint Bert Hulst, John Wittengen, and Dave Miller to the Road Committee. Trustee Zylstra motioned and Trustee Barkel supported. Carried.
Nykamp made a recommendation to reappoint Kenneth Evink, Hudson Ter Haar, Jack Seinen, and alternate Gordon Schreur to the Board of Review. Trustee Barkel motioned and Trustee Zylstra supported. Carried.
Nykamp recommended reappointing Vick Omen to the Fire Committee. Trustee Barkel motioned and Treasurer Myaard supported. Carried.
Supervisor Nykamp recommended all internal Board subcommittees stay the same.

c. Supervisor Nykamp requested Trustee Compagner be appointed as Deputy Supervisor. Trustee Barkel motioned to appoint Trustee Compagner as Deputy Supervisor. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed.

d. 2009 Goals and Objectives.

· Supervisor Nykamp -  Continue work on the Macatawa Greenway, Drenthe Grove, and Fred Meijer Trail.
· Trustee Oonk (Parks and Recreation) - Improve citizen awareness of township amenities such as the VanZoeren Woods property.

· Trustee Compagner (Building and Grounds) – Currently all Fire Stations are in good working order. Additional improvements will be based on need.

· Trustee Barkel (Cemeteries) – All active and inactive cemeteries within the township will receive new signs.

· Trustee Zylstra (Roads) - Upgrade road system. 
e.   Clerk Evink recommended the township pay their portion of the    Jamestown road bill. 48th Ave. was paved and paid for by Jamestown Township. As this is a boundary road between our townships, Zeeland is responsible for 1/6 of the cost. Trustee Zylstra made a motion to pay $152,076.12 toward the Jamestown road project. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion. Roll call: all ayes.
5. Committee Reports:

a. MACC & MACC TECH. Treasurer Myaard attended a policy committee meeting discussing possible stimulus projects. ZCT should have pre-engineering costs on any proposals we want to submit. January 19, 2009 is the prospective deadline for handing in potential projects.
b. CEMETERY. The committee changed wording on the proposed ordinance and resubmitted ordinance to our attorney for approval. Committee approved signage for cemeteries.

6. Supervisor’s Report.

a. Recent Flooding. The Fire Department made four rescue calls for citizens stranded by flooded roads. There appears to be no major damage to roads from the flooding. The Drain Commissioner inspected Townline Estates and the Commission approved spending money to improve runoff drainage. Trustee Barkel requested Supervisor Nykamp to meet with Supervisor VanDam from Overisel Township to discuss repairing Ottogan Road.

b. Mileage reimbursement will change from $0.58 per mile to $0.55 per mile.
c. Fire Station #3 Custodian Dave Sutherland is on a leave of absence. His daughter, Jolene Chandler, will take over his responsibilities while he is gone. Clerk Evink made a motion to give Sutherland a $100 bonus for additional work beyond the scope of his contract. Trustee Compagner supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 
d. Clerk Evink requested a street light on behalf of resident Eugene Rich. The request is for a street light near 9067 Adams to improve visibility at a school bus stop. Supervisor Nykamp will bring the recommendation to the Road Committee. 
e. Trustee Zylstra gave the board a review of the township’s insurance coverage. Currently ZCT participates in the Michigan Township Participating Plan. Trustee Barkel made a motion to approve Trustee Zylstra’s recommendation to decrease some premiums and increase deductibles and liability coverage. Trustee Zylstra will present the Board with an updated policy at a later date. Trustee Compagner supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 
7. Meeting adjourned at 8:30.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
