ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

June 2, 2009
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on June 2, 2009 at 7:15 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Compagner, Oonk, and Zylstra. 

1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Trustee Oonk.

2. Motion made by Treasurer Myaard to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2009 meeting. Trustee Compagner supported the motion which passed. 
3. Ken Veenstra, and Ron & Mardella Hoffman submitted a petition to lower the speed limit and reroute truck traffic along 88th Ave between Riley and Quincy Streets. All but one resident signed the petition. Supervisor Nykamp informed the board that townships do not have the right to control speed limits on roads but will take under advisement their request for changing the truck route.
4. Business Items:
a. Fire Department Web Site Approval. Trustee Barkel made a motion to release the Fire Department Web Site into the public domain with changes discussed. Trustee Compagner supported the motion. Motion carried.

b. Several bike paths received repairs for holes. Supervisor Nykamp asked Prein & Newhof to provide a cost estimate for maintenance on all future projects.

c. Drenthe Grove Park Improvements. Trustee Zylstra made a motion to approve MC Smith and Associate’s bid of $17,550.00 to provide the engineering and grading for the Drenthe Grove Expansion Project. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.
d. Gordon J. Ellens Park Update. The cement path was poured last Saturday. The sign will be available to be installed June 3.

e. Michigan Planning Enabling Act Update. The Board will motion to adopt this Act at the next regular Board Meeting.

f. Trustee Compagner made a motion to nominate Mr. Zylstra for Zone 5 Michigan Township Participating Plan Board of Director position. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed. 
5. Committee Reports:

a. CEMETERY.   Trustee Barkel made a motion to purchase two more cemetery signs for the inactive cemeteries in the township. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 
b. ROADS. Trustee Zylstra requested information gleaned from the recent road counts taken along 88th Ave. in respect to earlier citizen concerns. 
6. Supervisor’s Report.

a. Bike Path Update. Bike paths in Drenthe are finished.
b. 2010 Census. Supervisor Nykamp would like to increase the percentage of township residents responding to the 2010 Census.
c. Rest Area Update. The newly restored rest area east of Zeeland along I-196 opened to the public last Friday. 
d. Supervisor Nykamp requested Charter Communications send the franchise fees in light of their bankruptcy proceedings. 
e. Fred Meijer Trail. The Board continues to pursue building the trail. 
f. Supervisor Nykamp received one bid for cemetery roof repair. 
g. Rick Windemuller spoke with Supervisor Nykamp about starting a maple syrup business using the trees in VanZoeren Woods. Several Board Members expressed concerns about contamination, vandalism, and compromising trail access.
7. Meeting adjourned at 8:55
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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