ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

March 17, 2009
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on March 17, 2009 at 7:15 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Compagner, and Oonk. Absent: Trustee Zylstra. 

1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Clerk Evink.

2. Motion made by Treasurer Myaard to approve the minutes of the March 3, 2009 Board Meeting with one correction to page 2, number 11. It should read Parks and Recreation instead of Building and Grounds. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed. 
3. Clerk Evink presented the bills for payment. Trustee Compagner made a motion to approve payment of bills as submitted. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Zylstra.
4. Treasurer Myaard gave the financial report.  

5. Building and Zoning Administrator Mannes gave his monthly report.  He issued 4 new house permits during the month of February. The Planning Commission met to discuss final changes to the zoning ordinance regarding wind power and landscaping. Mannes introduced for First Reading ORDINANCE No. 352 REGARDING JUNK CARS.
6. Business Items:
a. Add Hoc Fire Committee presented their recommendations for the fire chief’s salary. Over the past five years, the fire chief’s responsibilities have increased significantly due to new state regulations. The committee compared salaries of surrounding township fire chiefs and found that Zeeland Township had one of the lowest salaries. Trustee Compagner made a motion to follow the committee’s recommendation to increase the current base salary from $4560 per year to $6700 per year plus paid on call duties, meetings and training. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Zylstra. The board thanked Rich DeLeau for his many years of service on the fire committee.
b. Public Hearing opened for the DRENTHE GROVE GRANT APPLICATION.  Debbie Jensen of M C Smith presented our proposal for a grant application for the Drenthe Grove Park Improvements. Improvements to the park would provide additional recreational facilities, barrier-free access to natural resources and upgrade of existing recreation facilities to meet accessibility guidelines. Treasurer Myaard moved to close the public hearing. Trustee Compagner supported. Carried.

c. Trustee Compagner moved to approve RESOLUTION No. 712 SUBMITTING THE GRANT APPLICATION TO THE DNR FOR A 50% GRANT APPROVAL. Costs including engineering, construction, and permits total $440,000. ZCT would pay $220,000 if grant is approved. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Trustee Zylstra. 
d. Motion made by Trustee Compagner to adopt RESOLUTION No. 713 APPROVING THE 2009 WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT CONTRACT DATED MARCH 1, 2009. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion. Carried.       

e. Trustee Oonk made a motion to adopt RESOLUTION No. 714 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT PLEDGING THE FULL FAITH AND CREDIT AND TAXING POWER OF THE TOWNSHIP AND NOTICE OF RIGHT TO PETITION FOR REFERENDUM UPON THAT CONTRACT. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. All ayes. Absent Zylstra.

f. Trustee Oonk motioned to pay Engineering and Environmental Solutions $5800 and to pay Scott Bosgraaf $455 for the Woodbridge LLC Storm Water Proposal. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Zylstra. 
7. Committee Reports:

a. PLANNING COMMISSION. Reviewed a site plan for Holland Hospital for a two story medical building. Committee approved the building with an addition of a sidewalk. 
b. MACC & MACC TECH. Stimulus money will pay for resurfacing on Byron Road from I-196 to 64th Ave. MDOT will repair M-40 Bridge in Hamilton. 
c. FIRE. Station 1 kitchen needs repair.
d. CEMETERY. Signs are finished.  
e. PARKS/RECREATION. Treasurer Myaard requested the committee to create a set of rules for VanZoeren Woods. Myaard would like a sign listing the rules posted in the park as well as brochures available in the office. April 18 is the spring clean up date for the park.
8. Supervisor’s Report.
a. Ottawa County Planning Department will host an open house for residents and businesses concerning broadband wireless. The open house will be April 16 at 7 p.m. in the township hall.

b. Macatawa Greenway will be burning a section of the park south of Byron Road.

c. The Board of Review met with approximately 50 people attending March 9 and 10.
9.   Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p,m.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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