ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

April 20, 2010
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on April 20, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Compagner, and Zylstra. Absent: Trustee Oonk.
1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Invocation offered by Supervisor Nykamp.

2. Motion made by Trustee Compagner to approve the minutes of the April 6, 2010 meeting. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed. Absent: Oonk.
3. Mr. Brett VanderKamp announced his campaign for Michigan’s State Senate, 30th District. He is running for the seat currently held by Wayne Kuipers who will be leaving due to term limits.
4. Business Items:
a. Professors Erik Nordman and Colleen Ortwine-Boes along with 19 students from their GVSU Forest Ecosystems Management Class presented the results from their research at VanZoeren Woods. Currently, VanZoeren Woods is considered a Class 4 Primary park. The students recommended ways the township could improve the park in order to meet Class 3 or Class 2 ratings by increasing educational information and accessibility in the park. 
b. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp opened the Public Hearing concerning Proposed Access to Gerald Ford Rest Area and I-196. The purpose of this hearing is to receive information from the residents concerning this proposal. Trustee Compagner motioned to close the Public Hearing. Trustee Barkel supported the motion. Carried. Trustee Zylstra motioned to take this information under further advisement. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed. Absent: Oonk. (See attached document for discussion.)
5. Committee Reports:

a. MACC & MACC TECH. New u-turns will be constructed at 72nd and Chicago Drive. 

b. FIRE. The Fire Committee met March13th to discuss changes to the open position. An ad hoc committee will look at applications.

i. Trustee Compagner made a motion to purchase two washers and a dryer for the sum of $2400.00 including installation. Clerk Evink supported the motion which passed with a roll call. Absent: Oonk.

ii. May 15, 2010 is the Fire Department Open House.

iii. Trustee Compagner motioned to approve purchasing a radio for the amount of $6500.00, 80% of which will be covered by a grant. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Oonk. 

iv. Trustee Compagner motioned to approve spending $10,000.00 on Fire Department training for 7 firemen. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Oonk.

v. Bids will be accepted for renovations at the Fire Stations. Anyone interested should speak with Don Mannes who has the specifications for the job. Trustee Compagner requested Mr. Mannes include an estimated completion date for the project. 

c. BUILDING /GROUNDS. Supervisor Nykamp and Mr. Mannes fixed the leak in the Town hall roof. 
d. ELECTION. The May 4, 2010 School Election is in two weeks.
6. Trustee Compagner motioned to appoint Richard DeLeau as the new Board of Appeal member. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed. Absent: Oonk.

7. Clerk Evink presented the bills for payment. Trustee Myaard made a motion to approve payment of bills as submitted. Zylstra supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Oonk.
8. Treasurer Myaard gave the financial report.  Settlement with Ottawa County is complete. All unpaid real taxes were paid by the county. 


9. Building and Zoning Administrator Mannes gave his monthly report.  The Planning Commission needs to meet concerning square foot minimums. Currently, Zeeland and Blendon Townships are the only area townships requiring more than 750 sq. ft. on the main floor for 2-story residences. The Commission should also review our ordinance concerning electronic message boards and recreation vehicles storage in front yards. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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