ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

June 21, 2011
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on June 21, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Compagner, and Zylstra. Absent: Trustee Oonk.
1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Trustee Compagner.

2. Motion made by Trustee Zylstra to approve the minutes of the June 7, 2011 meeting with the removal of “The board received a recommendation from the Planning Commission for FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 359 PARK PLACE DEVELOPMENT PUD CHANGES.” Trustee Compagner supported the motion which passed. Absent: Oonk. 
3. Clerk Evink presented the bills for payment. Treasurer Myaard made a motion to approve payment of bills as submitted. Trustee Compagner supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Oonk.

4. Treasurer Myaard gave his financial report.
5. Zoning Administrator’s Report. 
a. Zeeland Township issued 18 building permits in the month of May. Five were for new homes. 
b. The Planning Commission continues to discuss Medical Marijuana.
6. Business Items:
a. Commissioner Robert Karsten reported to the board: 

i. Redistricting will split Zeeland Township into two districts. Precinct 1 will be represented by James Holtrop and Precincts 2 and 3 will be represented by Mr. Karsten. 
ii. The Commissioners voted to use the ranking tool as a guide for determining the budget.
iii. The City of Grand Haven approached Ottawa County about sharing office services. 
b. Vernon and Sue Sommers, owners of Buckeye Development, approached the board with a request to extend the 30 day deadline to remove equipment from their Byron Road Property. Zoning Administrator Don Mannes recommended the board extend the deadline 90 days. He cited the Sommers are no longer in business and would be motivated to sell the equipment. He also has no desire to inflict undue hardship on the Sommers. Supervisor Nykamp opposed the recommendation citing 2 years of illegal business operation conducted in violation of the zoning ordinance. Trustee Compagner motioned to approve RESOLUTION NO. 743 AGREEMENT BETWEEN ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP AND VERN SOMMERS WITH A DEADLINE DATE CHANGE TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2011. Clerk Evink supported the motion. Motion carried. Ayes: Compagner, Evink, Barkel, Myaard. Nays: Zylstra, Nykamp. Absent: Oonk.
c. Trustee Barkel motioned to approve the low bid from Tyler David Co. for the amount of $11,000 for paving the drive in Vriesland Cemetery. Motioned supported by Trustee Compagner. Carried. Absent: Oonk.

d. Trustee Compagner motioned to approve RESOLUTION NO. 744 TO REPLACE THE MERCURY STREET LIGHT AT 88TH AND BL I-196 WITH A HIGH-PRESSURE SODIUM LIGHT. Motion supported by Treasurer Myaard. Carried. Absent: Oonk.

e. Trustee Compagner motioned to approve a preliminary quote for a bridge and path extension to the Fred Meijer Trail west of 76th Ave. The proposed cost is $156,478.04. Trustee Zylstra raised concerns about the speed in which Ottawa County Parks will continue the path through the Macatawa Greenway. He does not wish to have a bridge ending the bike path at a point along Byron Road where vehicular traffic is dangerous for bikers. He requests a written agreement from Ottawa County pledging to build their portion of the trail in a defined period of time. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion. Ayes: Nykamp, Myaard, Compagner. Ayes pending written agreement: Zylstra, Barkel. Nays: Evink. Absent: Oonk.
f. Clerk Evink motioned to approve RESOLUTION NO. 742 FOR A CHARITABLE GAMING LICENSE FOR THE CRITTER BARN. The Critter Barn is planning a raffle for an upcoming fundraiser. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed. Absent: Oonk
7. Committee Reports:

a. PLANNING COMMISSION. Met June 14 and reviewed Prairie Winds P.U.D. They are seeking four changes due to a drop in condominium sales:
i. Home owners will own the land around each unit.
ii. 4 unit condo buildings will be reduced from 8 buildings to 2.

iii. Single family alley lots will increase from 18 to 30 lots.
iv. Proposed 2-unit duplex will be replaced with 5 single unit homes.
b. BUILDING /GROUNDS. 
i. Clerk Evink asked if landscaping changes in front of the town hall will be a bid project. Trustee Compagner responded in the affirmative. 
ii. Supervisor Nykamp met with Broekhuis concerning installation of a sprinkling system in Gord Ellens Park. 
c. ROADS. 
i. 72nd Ave. is almost complete. Trustee Compagner requested Supervisor Nykamp investigate damage to the new asphalt. 
ii. M-21 eastbound crossover lanes are near completion. Westbound traffic will be rerouted to eastbound lanes.
d. PARKS/RECREATION. 
i. Fishing dock installed in the Drenthe Grove. Hamilton Farm Bureau added some fish to the pond.

ii. Site solutions began construction of the volley ball and basketball courts. 
iii. Gas main installed in the Dozeman center. 
8. Supervisor’s Report. 
a. Board members are invited to become Friends of the Felt Mansion in Saugatuck. 
b. Pre-Con Meeting approved bridge plans for the bike path at 80th & Adams St.  The bridge should be complete by July 15. 
c. Supervisor Nykamp received the final flood evaluation report from FEMA.  
d. The regularly scheduled board meeting for July 5, 2011 is cancelled.
9. Citizen / Public comment
a. Trustee Barkel motioned to approve allowing interested board members to attend the summer conference. Attending board member’s expenses will be paid by the township. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed. Absent: Oonk.

10. Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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