ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

August 16, 2011
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on August 16, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Oonk, and Zylstra. Absent: Trustee Compagner.
1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Invocation offered by Treasurer Myaard.
2. Motion made by Trustee Zylstra to approve the minutes of the August 2, 2011 meeting. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed. Absent: Compagner.
3. Clerk Evink presented the bills for payment. Trustee Oonk made a motion to approve payment of bills as submitted. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Compagner.
4. Treasurer Myaard gave his financial report. 
5. Business Items:
a. Mary Fales, Watershed Coordinator for Macatawa Area Coordinating Council (MACC) presented a study of the Macatawa watershed with a focus on concerns and improvements in Zeeland Township.  

b. Public Hearing declared open for Autumn Hills Landfill. Supervisor Nykamp summarized the current agreement with the landfill and invited the public to comment on the kind of recreational facility they would like to see on the eastern portion of the landfill property. Mr. Randy Dozeman and Mr. Matt Rosser representing Autumn Hills Landfill described current and proposed future use of the site. Seven township residents came to the meeting: Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Brink, Mr. Dale Brouwer, Mr. Matt Heslinga, Mrs. Joan VanderLugt, and Mrs. Nancy Elzinga. Residents raised concerns about the proposed expansion, smell, health concerns, devaluation of property, and accident liability on proposed recreation area. No suggestions were offered on style of recreation facility by the residents. Attorney Ron Bultje stated that the landfill expansion is contingent on both parties – township and landfill – approving a lease agreement for the proposed recreational facility. Trustee Barkel motioned to close the Public Hearing supported by Treasurer Myaard. Trustee Barkel motioned to approve RESOLUTION NO. 746 CREATING A NEED FOR A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH WASTE MANGAGEMENT FOR RECREATIONAL FACILITY AND FUTURE LANDFILL EXPANSION. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Compagner. Supervisor Nykamp said he would notify residents when the board would be voting on the lease agreement.
c. Resident Mr. Bill DeKleine appeared before the board with a proposal to purchase approximately 10 feet of the Old Vriesland Cemetery property. Treasurer Myaard motioned to instruct Trustee Barkel to write up an agreement allowing a 7’ easement to Mr. DeKleine, he must move his portable building, remove all logs from cemetery property and for the duration of one year, to not store personal property on the Old Vriesland Cemetery property. If there is no violation of this agreement, the board will consider selling property to Mr. DeKleine on Sept. 1, 2012. Motion supported by Clerk Evink. Ayes: Oonk, Evink, Nykamp, Myaard, Barkel. Nays: Zylstra. Absent: Compagner.
d. The board heard for FIRST READING PARK PLACE PUD ORDINANCE NO. 359 FOR ZONING MAP AMENDMENT AND DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT.
6. Committee Reports:

a. FIRE.
i. Trustee Oonk motioned to accept the resignation of Tom VandeBerg from the fire department. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed. Absent: Compagner.

ii. Lieutenant Steve Boetsma is also retiring from the fire department.   

iii. Job opening for Station 2 Lieutenant. Applications will be accepted through Sept. 7, 2011. 

iv. The fire department will have 2 fire fighters attend swift water training. 
7. Supervisor’s Report. 
a. Fred Meijer Trail will be paved Aug. 30, 2011. 

b. ZCT Board will tour the Wyoming Water Treatment plant on Sept. 6, 2011. The Regular Board meeting is cancelled for that date.
c. General fund expenditures reports.

i. Supervisor Nykamp stated property owners will receive an assessment from the Drain Commission and will be billed on their tax bill. Clerk Evink responded drains have always been paid by the township. Supervisor Nykamp said Holland Twp. and Zeeland City no longer pay for these bills at large and feels Zeeland Twp. should do the same. Treasurer Myaard stated that if assessments are going to be added to the 2011 winter tax bill, the residents need to be notified soon.
ii. Supervisor Nykamp requested information for the 2012 budget. 
8. Meeting adjourned at 9:40 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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