ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

December 20, 2011
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on December 20, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Brink, Oonk, and Zylstra. 

1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Clerk Evink.
2. Motion made by Trustee Brink to approve the minutes of the December 6, 2011 meeting. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed. 
3. Clerk Evink presented the bills for payment. 
a. Trustee Barkel made a motion to approve payment of bills as submitted. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.
b. Trustee Oonk motioned to approve payment of an additional $400 for cement work by Mr. Cook. Motion supported by Trustee Barkel which passed with a roll call vote.
4. Treasurer Myaard gave his financial report.
5. Zoning Administrator Mr. Mannes reported 50 new homes built in 2011; two more than in 2010.  Currently there are 500 buildable lots available for new construction in the township. 
6. Business Items:
a. Mr. Ken Rizzio of the Ottawa County Economic Development Office presented a grant application of $902,000 for 88th Ave. road improvements. The total project cost is 1.3 million to upgrade 88th to Industrial Class. If received, the grant will cover up to 80% of the cost. Mr. Rizzio recommended Gentex and Zeeland Charter Township split the remaining costs 50/50. Trustee Oonk motioned to support RESOLUTION NO. 754 OCRC SUBMITTAL OF A GRANT FOR THE PROPOSED 88TH AVE IMPROVEMENTS APPROVING ZCT LOCAL CASH MATCH OF $215,307. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. Mr. Rizzio will submit the application Dec. 21, 2011.  
b. The Board heard for First Reading ORDINANCE NO. 362 PROPOSING REZONING PARCEL 70-17-07-200-021 FROM AGRICULTURAL TO INDUSTRIAL. Resident Mr. Ryan Ysseldyke of 3695 88th Ave, expressed concern about changing the Master Plan from residential to industrial and the effect it will have on his home’s value. He asked the board to either not approve the rezoning or require additional setbacks to protect surrounding residential properties.  
c. Treasurer Myaard motioned to approve RESOLUTION NO. 755 ADJUSTING THE 2011 GENERAL FUND BUDGET. Clerk Evink supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.  

d. The Board heard for First Reading ORDINANCE NO. 363 THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE SEWER USAGE AND ADMINISTRATION ORDINANCE.

e.  Fire Committee met Dec. 13 and bring the following recommendations to the board:
i. Trustee Zylstra motioned to accept the resignation of Brad Tubergen. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion. Motion carried. Trustee Zylstra requested Supervisor Nykamp to send letter of thanks to Mr. Tubergen for his service to the township.
ii. Trustee Oonk motioned to approve the 2012 Fire Roster. (See attached roster.) Clerk Evink supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.  
iii. Trustee Oonk motioned to approve the low bids for 2012 Fire Station Caretakers. (See attached bids.) Trustee Brink supported the motion which 
iv. Trustee Zylstra raised his concern about Fire Chief VanHaitsma’s 3 month vacation. Trustee Oonk informed Trustee Zylstra that the Fire Chief continues to do all the administrative work while on vacation. Trustee Zylstra would like the Fire committee to approve/disapprove future vacation requests. Trustee Oonk will relay this request to the Fire Committee and Supervisor Nykamp will speak with the Fire Chief about their concerns. 
v. The Fire Department needs to replace approximately $5,800 worth of hoses that did not pass inspections. 
f. The Drenthe Grove Committee requested a transfer of $6,494.77 from their approved 2011 budget to cover remaining bills for the year. Clerk Evink stated this money was approved with the payment of bills.
7. Committee Reports:

a. PLANNING COMMISSION. The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing and Site Plan Review for Gentex Corporation on Dec. 13, 2011. Approval granted for the site plan dated 11/23/2011 with the condition the Zeeland Charter Township Zoning Board of Appeals approves a height variance for the mechanical housing area located above the warehouse bays.  Trustees Oonk and Zylstra expressed concern for the property owners in the surrounding area.  
b. MACC & MACC TECH. Ms. Rosemary Irving resigned from the MACC Policy executive committee.  Mr. Bill Vanderbilt was elected to fill her position. Treasurer Myaard expressed concern over a recent motion to change the Metropolitan Planning Organization’s (MPO) population threshold to 200,000 for jurisdictions receiving funds.  This change could take away current funds Zeeland Charter Township receives. 
8. Supervisor’s Report. 
a. Black Creek Inter County Drain held a meeting to discuss needed improvements totaling $510,000. Zeeland Charter Township will be responsible for their portion of the drain. Actual amounts have not been determined at this time.
b. Rose Drain requested $3,548 to pay for additional improvements.

c. The Zeeland Historical Society invited Zeeland Charter Township to be a member. No decision was made to accept/reject invitation.
9. Clerk Evink asked if a decision had been made concerning plowing bike paths this winter. Supervisor Nykamp affirmed paths would be plowed and the Fred Meijer Trail would be plowed from 76th Ave. to Air Park Dr.
10. Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
2012 ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT ROSTER

Fire Chief


VanHaitsma, Gord
Asst. Fire Chief

Hunderman, Phil

Station No. 1

Hulst, Ken





Hunderman, Jason





Hunderman, Ryan





Jekel, Tom





Lindblad, Chad





Morren, Mike





Pluger, John





Pluger, Stacey





Prys, Zachary





Roelofs, Jim





Rosine, Tom





VanHaitsma, Mike





Vandewege, Jason





Walcott, Dave





Walcott, Doug





Westrate, Matt

Station No. 2

Boerman, Terry





Boetsma, Cal





Boetsma, Gary





Bruce, Brock





Cook, Ryan






Formsma, Paul





Hop, Steve





Steere, Adam





Stoike, Ryan





TenBroeke, Harvey





VanRhee, Harlan





Veldman, Bruce





Veltema, Dan
Chaplain


John Aukema
ReHab


Mindy Hulst

Karen VanHaitsma

Amy Medendorp

2012 FIRE STATION CARETAKER BIDS

Station No. 1 Caretaker


Terry Boerman

$2,900

Station No. 1 Grounds/Lawn

John Pluger


$390

Station No. 1 Snow Removal

John Pluger


$18 per time

Station No. 2 Caretaker


Terry Boerman

$3,150

Station No. 2 Grounds/Lawn

Cal Boetsma


$800

Station No. 2 Snow Removal

John Pluger


$35 per time

Truck No. 671 Caretaker


Matt Westrate

$800
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