ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

February 7, 2012
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on February 7, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Brink, Oonk, and Zylstra. 

1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Trustee Barkel.

2. Motion made by Trustee Zylstra to approve the minutes of the January 17, 2012 meeting. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed. 
3. Business Items:
a. Deputy Robert Jewel of the Traffic Services division gave the 2011 - 4th quarter Ottawa County Sheriff’s Department Report. 

b. MTA Conference Round Table. 
i. Trustee Zylstra attended a seminar on high density residential development. Apartments are gaining popularity due to changes in housing needs and a decreased desire for home ownership.    
ii. Trustee Barkel appreciated the opportunity to network with people from other jurisdictions.
iii. Treasurer Myaard attended a session on personal property taxes. The plan is to faze them out gradually over a period of 3 – 10 years. 7% of the taxes collected in ZCT are from personal property.  

iv. Supervisor Nykamp attended seminars on compensation. 
v. Trustee Brink attended sessions concerning marijuana. 

vi. Trustee Oonk also attended a marijuana session and advised the board that the township needs to have an ordinance in place when the moratorium expires.   

c. The board requested more information on the proposed Resolution for Funding the MACC EVIP Grant. No action was taken at this time. 
d. Trustee Zylstra motioned to give $500 for Zeeland’s Day of the Young Child Event. Trustee Barkel supported the motion. Motion carried. Ayes: Zylstra, Barkel, Myaard, Nykamp, Evink, Oonk. Nays: Brink. 

e. Trustee Zylstra motioned to relocate Supervisor Nykamp’s office to the conference room and furnish it appropriately. Trustee Brink added to the motion to include other office maintenance and office equipment with the improvements not to exceed $5,000. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion with the addition. Motion passed with a roll call vote. Ayes: Oonk, Brink, Zylstra, Barkel, Myaard and Nykamp. Nays: Evink.
4. Committee Reports:
a. BOARD OF APPEAL. The board recently approved two variance requests:

i. Gentex received a height variance allowing their mechanical room to exceed the height limit by 7.5 feet. 
ii. Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Pung of 6165 Riley St. received a side yard variance for an accessory building. 
b. ROADS. The road committee met January 30 and is gathering estimates for two resident requests.

i. Add gravel to 68th St. south of Perry St.

ii. Upgrade ½ mile on Quincy east of 56th Ave. for future paving.
c. LANDFILL/CITIZEN. Supervisor Nykamp to discuss the expansion agreement with Autumn Hills Landfill.  A draft is being written and will be shared with the neighboring residents at a later date. 
d. ELECTION. The Election Commission approved the February 28th election, workers, polling places and pay. Mrs. Evink informed the board that there will be an additional election for Hudsonville school district’s millage proposal in May. The board encouraged her to look into sending absentee ballots to all 259 Hudsonville residents instead of the cost of operating 3 precincts on election day. 
5. Supervisor’s Report. 
a. Dan Hoe Excavating began work at the Gentex site today. 
b. Supervisor Nykamp met with the North Service Area to discuss rate and feasibility study for joining with the City of Zeeland Wastewater plant. Prien & Newhof Engineering should have the study complete by the end of the month. The results of this study will determine if it is cost effective to send our waste water through the city of Zeeland. The new Gentex facility will increase water needs approximately 25%. If ZCT decides to run waste water through Zeeland City, we will need to start the project in 2013 in order to meet demand. Trustee Oonk advised weighing current maintenance needs against the probability of rerouting waste water through Zeeland.    

6. Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
1

