ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

April 17, 2012
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on April 17, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Brink, Oonk, and Zylstra. 

1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Supervisor Nykamp.

2. Motion made by Trustee Brink to approve the minutes of the April 3, 2012 meeting. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed. 
3. Clerk Evink presented the bills for payment. Treasurer Myaard made a motion to approve payment of bills as submitted. Trustee Brink supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.
4. Treasurer Myaard gave his financial report. ZCT received a check for 2011 delinquent taxes in the amount of $89,303.77 from the Ottawa County.
5. Zoning Administrator’s Report. 
a. ZCT received 12 building permits in March increasing the township’s S.E.V. to 1.341 million. Seven permits were for new homes.
b. The Planning Commission will send letters of intent to revise the Master Plan to surrounding jurisdictions. The Commission plans to do a Master Plan adjustment, not a complete revision. They would like to meet with the Township Board June 12, 2012 to discuss the areas needing updating. 
6. Business Items:
a. Land Bank Authority Presentation. Ottawa County Treasurer Brad Slagh explained the Land Bank Authority serves tax payers by reducing costs associated with foreclosed and delinquent properties, reducing speculator purchases and encouraging owner occupied purchases and encouraging economic development. The Land Bank is funded through the sale of its acquired property; it receives 50% of the tax bill for the first 5 years after the sale. A 9 member board governs the decisions and agreements for each property acquisition. Property acquired by the Land Bank is not taxed while it is held and will not have back taxes owed on it at the point of sale. Treasurer Slagh believes the Land Bank offers a desirable service for the current economic conditions.

b. FIRST READING TO REZONE PARCEL #70-17-21-200-038 FROM AG TO R-2. HLV Zeeland LLC requested a rezoning for a 40 acre plot to build an 81 residential home development. The Planning Commission passed the rezoning recommendation unanimously because the rezoning is consistent with the Master Plan and has public utilities.  

c. Fred Meijer Trail Ribbon Cutting will be May 25 at 5:00 pm. in Jamestown’s Spring Grove Park.

7. Committee Reports:

a. PLANNING COMMISSION. At a recent meeting, the committee:

i. Recommended rezoning from Ag to R-2 for Parcel 70-17-21-200-038.

ii. Began the process to update the Master Plan.  
b. FIRE. At a recent meeting:

i. Tom Jekkel was cleared by his doctor to return to the force after a medical leave.

ii. A firefighter was put on suspension due to his move outside township.
iii. All new fire fighters have moved from training status to probationary status.

iv. Trustee Brink motioned to approve spending $1910.00 to fix both east and west doors at the Drenthe Fire Station. Harlan VanRhee will do the work. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Barkel.  
c. CEMETERY. Trustee Brink motioned to approve spending $1,000.00 for a culvert and gravel to build a driveway and parking area for the Old Vriesland CRC Cemetery on 64th Ave. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Barkel
d. PARKS & RECREATION. Supervisor Nykamp and Trustee Brink met with the Drenthe Grove Board to review plans for the year. 
i. The ball park schedule is filling up. Leah Arendsen will be the volunteer manager for the canteen.
ii. A new refrigerator and stove was purchased for the Dozeman Center. 
iii. The Association will construct a new $20,000.00 picnic shelter and access road to the shelter south of the basketball and volleyball courts. 
iv. The Annual Chicken BBQ will be August 18, 2012.
v. Supervisor Nykamp would like to renew the insurance liability. 
e. LANDFILL. Attempts are still being made to gather the Solid Waste Committee. 
8. Supervisor’s Report. 
a. Gentex Update. ZCT received a first draft of a development agreement. Mr. Glupker of Prien&Newhof and Attorney Bultje will review and send a draft with changes to Gentex, ZBPW, and Road Commission. 
b. Assessor Steve Hansen sent a report concerning personal property in the township outlining the effect a change in taxation would have to the township. 

c. There will be an Ottawa County Legislative Forum at the Fillmore Center on Friday, May 4.
d. Supervisor Nykamp met with Black Creek Phase II owner Mr. Greg VanBoxel. Building permits may be issued with partial completion of the development’s amenities. A second exit will not be required for the additional 59 home plat because it is a private road. 
  

9. Citizen / Public comment. Ottawa County Treasurer Slagh informed the board that the number of delinquent tax bills is down for the third year in a row. He believes this demonstrates improving economic conditions for Ottawa County.   
10. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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