ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

June 19, 2012
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on June 19, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Brink, Oonk, and Zylstra. 

1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Trustee Zylstra.

2. Motion made by Trustee Zylstra to approve the minutes of the May 15, 2012 meeting. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed. 
3. Citizen Participation / Public Comment 

a. Mr. Al Dannenberg introduced himself to the board as a candidate for Ottawa County Commissioner, 4th District. Due to the redistricting resulting from the 2010 census, the 4th district includes only the 2nd and 3rd precincts of Zeeland Township. 
b. Two Zeeland Meadows subdivision residents addressed the Board requesting a bike path be installed along 64th Ave. between Drenthe and Vriesland. 
4. Clerk Evink presented the bills for payment: 
a. Trustee Oonk made a motion to approve payment of bills as submitted. Trustee Brink supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 
b. Trustee Zylstra motioned to approve a payment of $2,000 from the general fund to Integrity Landscaping for mowing and maintenance of the new grounds beyond the Dozeman Center in Drenthe Grove Park. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 

c. The board instructed Clerk Evink to pay the remaining bills for the Fred Meijer Trail from the general fund. Once all bills are in, Zeeland Charter Township will send Jamestown Township a final bill for their share of the trail costs.   
5. Public Hearing for Custom Tooling Systems, Inc.

a. Mr. Nykamp opened the public hearing to consider a request for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate for personal property totaling $509,255. President John Bouwkamp, Treasurer Todd Kane, Attorney Ken Doss and Mr. Ken Rizzio of the Ottawa County Economic Development Office were present to represent the company and describe the project. Clerk Evink motioned and Trustee Oonk supported to close the Public Hearing. Motion carried.  

b. Clerk Evink motioned to approve RESOLUTION NO. 762 FOR PERSONAL PROPERTY COSTS OF $509,255 IFT EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE FROM CUSTOM TOOLING SYSTEMS, LLC FOR 12 YEARS. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 
6. Treasurer Myaard gave his financial report. 
7. Zoning Administrator’s Report. Supervisor Nykamp informed the board four new house permits were pulled in May. 
8. Business Items:

a. Trustee Barkel motioned to approve the low bid of $31,226 from Terracon, LLC to upgrade the gravel parking lot at Van Zoeren Woods. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion. Roll call vote – ayes: Zylstra, Barkel, Myaard, Nykamp, Brink, and Oonk. Nays: Evink. 

b. Trustee Oonk motioned to approve ZBPW’s installation of a street light at the corner of Gordon St. and 72nd Ave. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.  

c. Discussion took place concerning the need to improve drainage on township property on the corner of Whispering Pine and Gordon St. Trustee Zylstra motioned to approve spending $2,864.88 for Ottawa County Road Commission to install a culvert to repair the water problem. Trustee Brink supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.
d. Trustee Brink shared with the board the Financial Committee’s activity to secure a financial advisor for the township. Holland Charter Township agrees to share resources with Zeeland Township to assist ZCT in upgrading our current financial processes. Zeeland Township’s significant growth over the past 20 years obligates the township’s accounting practices to keep pace. Trustee Brink stated the cost will be no more than $10,000 per year. Trustee Zylstra motioned to approve contracting accounting and financial services with HCT and creating a budget amendment with a line item to cover wages for the rest of 2012. Trustee Brink supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 
e. Supervisor Nykamp requested the board members submit 2013 budget recommendations by July 16, 2012. A work session will be planned in August. 
f. Supervisor Nykamp reported the West End Trail incurred additional expenses due to project changes. Costs total $11,000 over the bid. Trustee Barkel motioned to approve a final payment including cost overrun of $134,352.54 to CL Trucking and Excavating. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.

i. Clerk Evink inquired about Ottawa County Park’s grant request to obtain funds to construct a path through the Upper Macatawa Greenway originating at the West End Trail. Supervisor Nykamp reported and Mr. Ken Rizzio confirmed that Ottawa County Parks applied for a grant. If granted, the 2.5 miles of trail will be built in 2013. 
9. Committee Reports:

a. PLANNING COMMISSION. Met June 12 and discussed how they will proceed with the Master Plan update. They determined most of the revisions will be in the last three chapters of the Master Plan concerning development trends, transportation analysis, and goals and future development concepts. 
b. BOARD OF APPEAL. Met May 22 and discussed two items:
i. Mr. Randy VanDyken of 6142 New Holland request permission to construct an accessory building 10’ from his lot line. Permission was granted because it fit in with the lay of land and avoided a significant drainage issue with the neighbors. Motion carried.

ii. Mr. Steve Flokstra of 6314 Chicago Dr. requested permission to construct an addition on an existing building in order to operate his sand blasting business in accordance to DEQ requirements. The addition required a side yard variance. Motion carried.
c. MACC & MACC TECH. Treasurer Myaard reported MACC will have $30,000 savings due to low bids. This money will be used on the Lincoln St. project in Holland. Most of their proposed projects are outside Zeeland Township.

d. FIRE. Met June 12 and discussed:
i. Trustee Oonk motioned to approve new fire fighter candidate Justin VanderKooy for the fire department. He is fully trained and will be inserted in probationary status. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 
ii. Trustee Oonk motioned to approve sending up to 4 firemen to a 2 day Heavy Equipment Extraction Training in Ann Arbor, MI in November at a cost of $3,000. Clerk Evink supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.
iii. Trustee Oonk motioned to approve hosting a fire department training session with costs not to exceed $5,000 from the fire department fund. Trustee Brink supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote. Guest speaker Mr. John Coleman, fire chief of the Toledo Fire Department, will address faster and safer practices with incident management. The fire department will also invite officer level fire personnel from mutual aid areas.
iv. Trustee Oonk motioned to approve purchasing the remaining equipment for a federally mandated communication upgrade at a cost of $11,680.20. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Federal grant money will be issued at a future date to cover some of the expense.
e. ROADS. Trustee Zylstra reported on the OCRC Public Hearing to reconstruct and blacktop Quincy St. east of 56th Ave. Bids will go out the end of July with construction scheduled for August – September 2012. 
f. ELECTION. Committee approved workers and precincts for the August 7 primary election.
10. Supervisor’s Report. 

a. Supervisor Nykamp will be out of the office June 28 – July 17, 2012. Trustee Zylstra will serve as acting deputy supervisor. 

b. The board needs to consider future recreation plans for Waste Management’s landfill recreation area. 
c. There is a temporary 4-way stop at 64th Ave. and Riley St. during construction for the bridge replacement along M-121. The project is estimated to take 5 weeks. 
d. Fire chief Gordon VanHaitsma and Supervisor Nykamp signed a Participating Plan document concerning recommended policies and procedures for the fire department. 
e. Bike Path issues:

i. There is a need to redesign the bike path at 88th Ave. and Adams St.; the excessive shoulder height caused a bicyclist to fall. 

ii. Supervisor Nykamp investigated an enormous hole beside the bike path on Adams St. The washout was created by a hole in the underground sewer line. 
11. Additional Board Comment 
a. The July 3 Regular Board meeting is cancelled.
b. Trustee Barkel suggested the board look at obtaining a grant to construct a bike path along 64th Ave.
12. Meeting adjourned at 9:35 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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