ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

March 19, 2013
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on March 19, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Oonk, and Zylstra. Absent: Barkel, Brink.
1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Clerk Evink.
2. Motion made by Trustee Zylstra to approve the minutes of the March 5, 2013 meeting. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed. Absent: Barkel and Brink.
3. Citizen Participation / Public Comment 
a. The Honorable Jon Hulsing, Circuit Court Judge in Ottawa County, updated the board on the court’s proceedings. He introduced several new measures the court recently implemented.
b. Consumers Energy will replace analog meters with digital smart meters this May. Mr. Dennis McKee was present to explain the advantages of the new meters and answer questions.
4. Zoning Administrator’s Report.  Mr. Mannes reported building activity was slow in February. Ten permits were pulled; two for new homes. 
5. Business Items:
a. Zeeland Community Recreation Presentation. Mr. Mike Kolean, Zeeland Recreation Director and Mr. Calvin DeKuiper, Superintendent of Zeeland Schools, explained the increasing popularity of the recreation programs and  stressed the importance of renewing the recreation millage on the May 7th ballot.

b. Supervisor Nykamp opened the public hearing to discuss the Drenthe Grove Grant Proposal. Present to answer questions and explain the project was Mr. Jim DeWilde from M.C. Smith Associates. The township will apply for a $50,000 grant to assist with costs. Trustee Zylstra motioned and Trustee Oonk supported to close the public hearing. 

i. Trustee Zylstra motioned to approve RESOLUTION NO. 782 LIGHTING IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE DRENTHE GROVE BALL FIELD USING A $50,000 GRANT. TOTAL PROJECT COST ESTIMATED AT $90,000. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Brink and Barkel.  
c. Trustee Oonk motioned to approve spending $2,750 toward Ottawa County’s Water Resource Study – Phase II. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Barkel, Brink.
6. Committee Reports:

a. PLANNING COMMISSION. At a recent meeting two topics were discussed:
i. The proposed marijuana ordinance 
ii. An 82 site condo development with water and sewer near the corner of Byron Road and 76th Ave. Neighbors surrounding the proposed development oppose the project because the area is prone to flooding.  The planning commission unanimously approved the site plan contingent on recommendations by the drain and road commissions. 
b. ROADS. Quincy Street’s reconstruction appears to have held up over the winter. 
c. LANDFILL/CITIZEN. Bids will be let next week for the excavation of a new cell. 
7. Supervisor’s Report. 
a. The Board of Review heard 12 appeals resulting in a $190,215 reduction in taxable value for residential real property. 
b. Supervisor Nykamp advised the board to review McGrath’s fire department report prior to discussion with the full board. 
c. Mr. Naber repaired damage to the Adams St. bike path.  

d. Work will commence on the Gentex road improvements once road restrictions lift. The contract with Gentex outlining payment schedules still needs to be signed. 
e. Board members are invited to the West Coast Chamber ribbon cutting on March 25. 

f. Treasurer Myaard motioned to approve retaining current contracts with township lawn mowers as long as they are willing to accept their prior contract amounts. New bids will be let for parties desiring an increase in payment. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion. Motion carried. Absent: Barkel, Brink. 
g. Supervisor Nykamp discussed the possibility of replacing the chairs in Fire Station No. 3.
8. Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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