
ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

May 21, 2013
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on May 21, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Brink, Oonk, and Zylstra. 

1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Trustee Barkel.
2. Motion made by Trustee Brink to approve the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting on May 7, 2013 meeting. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed. 
3. Trustee Oonk motioned to approve the minutes of the Board Meeting Closed Session held May 7, 2013. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed.
4. Zoning Administrator Mannes reported $728,000 was added to the township’s taxable value this year. So far this year, we received building permits for seven new houses; down slightly from last year.  
5. Business Items:
a. Second Reading of Proposed Medical Marihuana. Treasurer Myaard motioned to approve ORDINANCE NO. 367 ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT ORDINANCE CONCERNING DEFINITIONS, PRIMARY CAREGIVER, HOME OCCUPATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE. Clerk Evink supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.
b. Supervisor Nykamp informed the board he is looking at water and sewer utility fees. He asked the board to consider the need to continue to offer financing for residents connecting to the utilities. 
c. Trustee Brink motioned to approve the low bid of $83,579 from Site Work Solutions, Inc. to construct a bike path on Gordon Street between 84th Ave. and 88th Ave. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.
6. Committee Reports:

a. MACC & MACC TECH. The committee met recently and motioned to approve their annual transportation certification, state funding, accept Governor Snyder’s 1.2 billion road plan and to adjust census urban boundaries. 
b. FIRE. The Ad Hoc Committee began their review of the McGrath Fire Department study. 
c. CEMETERY. The committee met before the Regular Board Meeting and discussed: 

i. Amending the township ordinance limiting the number of cremains per burial plot to four.
ii. Considered receiving all payments for burial plots in the office.
iii. Contacting grave diggers for Vriesland Cemetery about improving the quality of their work.
iv. Trustee Barkel expressed an interest in and will seek quotes for installing underground sprinkling in West Drenthe Cemetery. 
d. ROADS. 
i. Mr. Mussatto of OCRC received a grading permit to allow the road commission to expand and repair the bank on the washed out portion of Quincy Street east of 56th Ave. 

ii. The sewer main north of Riley is almost completed. They will begin storm sewer construction. 
e. PARKS/RECREATION.  VanZoeren Woods recently incurred trail damage from golf carts. Deputy Tuttle spoke with the offenders and resolved the issue. Supervisor Nykamp intends to install poles prohibiting motorized vehicles from the trails. 
f. LANDFILL/CITIZEN. Waste Management moved equipment to begin excavating for new cell.
g. ELECTION. A total of 970 residents voted in the May 7th election; approximately half voted absentee. The outcome of the vote:  
i. The Airport Millage was defeated by 14 votes.
ii. The Principle Resident Exemption Millage passed by 78.8%.  
iii. The Zeeland Recreation Millage passed by 70.3 %.
7. Supervisor’s Report. 
a. Copper Fields Development. Supervisor Nykamp met with Mr. Ron Piasecki and Mr. Mick McGraw concerning paving Copper Fields subdivision and a bypass lane on Byron Road and 72nd.  
b. Jim DeWilde of MC Smith announced his retirement effective May 30, 2013. 

c. There is a signup sheet for volunteering at the Drenthe Grove Chicken BBQ.  
8. Additional Board Comment. Trustee Brink attended the cancer fundraiser Cakes, Wings and Things at Ottawa Executive Airport.
9. Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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