
ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

December 17, 2013
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on December 17, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Brink, and Zylstra. Absent Clerk Evink and Trustee Oonk. 
1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Treasurer Myaard.
2. Motion made by Trustee Barkel to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2013 meeting. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed. Absent: Evink, Oonk.
3. Zoning Administrator’s Report. Mr. Mannes reported two new home permits were pulled in November totaling 42 new homes in 2013. Last year’s total for new homes was 59.
4. Business Items:
a. 2013 Budget Amendments. 

i. Committed Fund Balance

Parks


$298,561

Bike Paths

$164,977

Roads


$100,000

Fire Buildings
$2,000,000

Cemetery

$25,000

Building & Grounds
$50,000

Debt Service

$550,000

Total 


$3,188,538

Trustee Brink motioned to approve Committed Fund Balances totaling $3,188,538 for 2014. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Ayes: Zylstra, Barkel, Myaard, Nykamp, Brink. Absent: Evink, Oonk.
ii. Trustee Zylstra motioned to approve RESOLUTION NO. 799 TO AMEND THE 2013 BUDGET Trustee Barkel supported the motion with passed with a roll call vote. Ayes: Zylstra, Barkel, Myaard, Nykamp, Brink. Absent: Evink, Oonk.

b. Re-appointment of Appointed Board Members/Commission Members/Committee Members.
· 3 year term:

Appeal Board: Dirk Pyle

· Planning Commission: Robert Brower, Karen Kreuze, Dick Geerlings

· Fire Committee: Vic Van Omen

· 1 year term:

· Road Committee: Earl Mokma, John Wittengen, Dave Miller, Ed Zylstra, Tim Barkel.

· Parks & Recreation: Tom Oonk – Chairman, Ron Brink

· Building & Grounds: Ron Brink – Chairman, Ed Zylstra

· Cemetery Committee: Tim Barkel – Chairman, Tom Oonk, Marilyn Evink

· Election Committee: Marilyn Evink – Chairman, Tom Oonk, Tim Barkel

Trustee Brink moved to approve the submitted list of Board/Commission/Committee re-appointments starting January 1, 2014. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion. Motion carried. Absent: Evink, Oonk.
c. Approval of Fire Dept. Officers (2014)

· Fire Chief: Gord VanHaitsma

· Deputy Fire Chief: vacancy created due to Phil Hunderman’s inability to serve on an additional fire department per Grand Rapids Fire Department statute.
· Captain, Station #1: Tom Jekel

· Captain, Station #2: Cal Boetsma

· Lieutenant, Station #1: Ken Hulst

· Lieutenant, Station #2: Brock Bruce

· EMS Coordinator: Dave Walcott

Trustee Zylstra motioned to approve the submitted Fire Department Officers for 2014. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Motion carried. Absent: Evink, Oonk.

d. Approval of Fire Dept. Roster (2014) 
i. Trustee Barkel motioned to accept the resignation of Justin VanderKooy and remove his name from the fire department. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion. Motion Carried. Absent: Evink, Oonk.
ii. Trustee Brink motioned to approve Eric Miller of 1392 Feldspar as the new trainee for the fire department. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion. Motion carried. Absent: Evink, Oonk.

iii. Fire Department Rosters

1. Station #1: Steve Hop, Ken Hulst, Jason Hunderman, Ryan Hunderman, Tom Jekel, Chad Lindblad, John Pluger, Stacey Pluger, Zachary Prys, Tom Rosine, Mike VanHaitsma, Jason VandeWege, John VanderKooy, Dave Walcott, Doug Walcott, Matt Westrate. 

2. Station #2: Terry Boerman, Cal Boetsma, Howard Bradford, Brock Bruce, Paul Formsma, Cody Dykstra, Adam Steere, Lori Stoike, Ryan Stoike, Jonathan Uitvlugt, Harlan Van Rhee, Bruce Veldman, Dan Veltema, Eric Miller.

Trustee Zylstra motioned and Trustee Barkel supported approving the Fire Department Rosters for 2014. Roll call vote, Ayes: Brink, Barkel, Zylstra, Myaard, Nykamp. Absent: Evink, Oonk. 
e. Approval of Fire Dept. Bidders for Caretaker/Snowplowing/Lawn Care (2014)

· Station #1 Caretaker, Chad Lindblad. $2899.00

· Station #2 Caretaker, Terry Boerman. $3300.00

· Station #1 Lawn care

· Station #2 Lawn care, Cal Boetsma. $800.00

· 671 Caretaker, Matt Westrate. $1200.00

· Station #1 Snowplowing, John Pluger. $20.00 per time.

· Station #2 Snowplowing, John Pluger. $35.00 per time.

Trustee Brink motioned and Trustee Zylstra supported to approve the bids for Fire Department caretakers, snowplowing, and lawn care for 2014.
f. Trustee Brink motioned and Barkel supported to approve the petition for locating, establishing and constructing a drain in the Copper Fields area. Roll call vote, Ayes: Myaard, Brink, Nykamp, Zylstra, Barkel. Absent: Evink, Oonk. 
g. Trustee Brink motioned to approve the Ottawa County Water Resources Drain Application for Drainage designated District. There will be no cost to the township to apply for the drain; the cost will be covered by the developer. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Ayes: Brink, Zylstra, Myaard, Barkel, Nykamp. Absent: Evink, Oonk. 
h. The board heard for First Reading to Re-Zone Parcel # 70-17-21-200-002 (Agriculture to R-1). The board will vote on this recommendation January 21, 2014.   
i. Mr. Zarzecki sent a report stating Zeeland Charter Township’s bond refunding will create an estimated $135,578 in savings. The bond will expire in 2023. 
j. Public Safety Construction Manager Approval.
Trustee Zylstra motioned and Trustee Barkel supported the request by Trustee Brink to recuse himself from the discussion and vote for a Construction Manager due to his working relationship with one of the firms which submitted a bid proposal. Motion carried. Absent: Evink, Oonk. 

Supervisor Nykamp speaking on behalf of the committee who conducted the interviews recommended approving GDK Construction. GDK submitted the lowest bid, is a local company and has a good working relationship with Paradigm Design, the project architect.

Trustee Barkel motioned and Treasurer Myaard supported to accept the bid proposal from GDK Construction for the Public Safety Building construction project. Motion carried. Ayes: Barkel, Myaard, Nykamp, Zylstra. Recused: Brink. Absent: Evink, Oonk.
5. Supervisor’s Report. 
a. Trustee Zylstra motioned to appoint Trustee Barkel as Deputy Supervisor for 2014. Trustee Brink supported the motion. Motion carried. Absent: Evink, Oonk.   
b. The Master Plan should be finished in January. 
c. Zeeland Charter Township was awarded a $50,000 grant from Michigan Natural Resources. The money will be used to install new lighting for the Drenthe Grove ball field.
6. Additional Board Comment 
a. Trustee Brink asked if Michigan townships are required to provide healthcare for employees working over 29 hours per week. 
7. Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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