
ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

January 21, 2014
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on January 21, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Brink, Oonk, and Zylstra. 
1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Trustee Barkel.
2. Motion made by Trustee Zylstra to approve the minutes of the December 17, 2013 meeting. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed. 
3. Citizen Participation / Public Comment. 
Mr. Jack Redder, Mr. Lin Mangmoun, Mr. Jerry VandenBosch, and Mr. David VandenBosch, residents of Zeeland Township residing adjacent to the property the Board will consider rezoning from Agricultural to Industrial at the request of Gentex Corp., expressed concern about future use of the land and the effect that will have on their property values. Trustee Oonk, whose home is also adjacent to this property, shared similar concerns with the Board. Treasurer Myaard, member of the Planning Commission, spoke on behalf of Gentex stating the property was purchased for possible future use but Gentex has no immediate plans to develop the property. 
4. Clerk’s Comments – None.
5. Treasurer’s Comments - None.
6. Zoning Administrator’s Report. 
Mr. Mannes reported December was a very slow month with only three building permits pulled.  There were 42 new home permits in 2013, making it the slowest year for new homes since 2009. The decrease in new homes may be due to the lack of vacant lots in subdivisions.

7. Business Items:
a. Trustee Barkel motioned and Zylstra supported to approve ORDINANCE NO. 369 RE-ZONING PARCEL 70-17-21-200-002 FROM AGRICULTURE TO R-1. Motion carried. 

b. First Reading of ORDINANCE NO. 370 RE-ZONING PARCEL #70-17-07-200-005 (AGRICULTURE TO INDUSTRIAL). 
c. First Reading of ORDINANCE NO. 371 RE-ZONING PARCEL #70-17-07-200-011 (AGRICULTURE TO INDUSTRIAL).
d. Public Safety Building Update.
Trustee Brink reported the building costs are on target with the budget; however the amount of fill needed to raise the elevation is exceeding the budgeted amount. 

e. Fire Committee Report. 
Trustee Oonk presented a recommendation from the Fire Committee to purchase a used fire truck to replace unit No. 632 for an amount not to exceed $270,000. Supervisor supported the motion to bring a vote to the floor. 

Nays: Barkel, Brink, Zylstra, Oonk, Nykamp, Myaard

Ayes: Evink

The recommendation was rejected by the majority of the board for two reasons: 

1. The fire department only presented the Board with one option; the Board prefers to make an informed choice by comparing a variety of trucks. 
2. The Board felt it was not the right time to purchase a truck at the same time the township is building a new Public Safety Building and purchasing 2 SUVs for the fire department. 
f. Approval of Consumers Energy Standard Lighting Contract (Consumers Owned Street Lights) 
Trustee Brink motioned to approve RESOLUTION NO. 800 RENEWAL OF A ONE YEAR CONTRACT WITH CONSUMERS ENERGY FOR STREET LIGHTS. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.  
8. Committee Reports:

a. PLANNING COMMISSION. 
Treasurer Myaard reported the commission unanimously recommended the re-zoning request from Gentex Corp.   
Supervisor Nykamp requested the Planning Commission make additional changes to the Master Plan. He would like outdated information removed and data updated.

Trustee Oonk motioned, Brink supported to remand the Master Plan back to the Planning Commission for additional revisions. Motion carried.
b. MACC & MACC TECH.
Supervisor Nykamp submitted a request for CMAC money for a bike path to be constructed in 2019 along Quincy St. between 88th Ave. and 96th Ave., however, this project did not make the list to be done.
c. FIRE. 

Trustee Oonk motioned to approve EMT training for Jason Hunderman and Ryan Stoike at a cost of $5,490 per person. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.  
Trustee Oonk motioned to purchase 7 sets of turn out gear for an amount not to exceed $14,000.  Trustee Brink supported the motion which passed unanimously with a roll call vote.

d. CEMETERY. John Timmer resigned as sexton of West Drenthe Cemetery; Mr. Jim Timmer will fill in until a new sexton is appointed. 
e. ROADS. Supervisor Nykamp reported the price of brine for gravel roads stayed the same as last year. 
f. LANDFILL/CITIZEN. Major work at the landfill will begin once the construction permit is signed next Friday. 
9. Supervisor’s Report.
a. OCEDO Ottawa County Economic Development Office will merge with Lakeshore Advantage. Commissioner Al Vandenberg will sit on the board of Lakeshore Advantage.
b. Approved purchasing a new desktop in the secretarial office
c. Clerk Evink motioned to approve the 2014 meeting schedule. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion. Motion carried. 

d. Mileage rate decreased to $0 .56/mile.
10. Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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