
ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

February 18, 2014
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on February 18, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Oonk, and Zylstra. Absent: Trustee Brink.
1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

   Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
                   Invocation offered by Trustee Zylstra.
2. Motion made by Trustee Oonk to approve the minutes of the January 21, 2014 meeting. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed. 
3. Citizen Participation / Public Comment. 
Mr. David VandenBosch read a letter written by Mr. Jack Redder expressing concern about rezoning the parcels near their homes from Ag to Industrial. Mr. Jerry VandenBosch and Mr. Lin Mangmoun were also in attendance. Supervisor Nykamp stated Mr. Scott Heerema from Gentex Corp. is willing to meet with the residents to hear their concerns.
4. Treasurer’s Report.

a. The majority of winter 2013 taxes were paid by February 14, 2014. 

b. Treasurer Myaard motioned to approve RESOLUTION NO. 801 ALLOWING HUDSONVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO COLLECT 100% OF ITS SCHOOL MILLAGE ON THE SUMMER TAX BILL. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Absent: Brink.  

5. Zoning Administrator’s Report. Mr. Mannes offered a comparative report to the board:

2013 Declared value of new construction - $8,874,317
13 out of 42 houses over $200,000

2012 Declared value of new construction - $14,096,401
13 out of 57 houses over $200,000

2011 Declared value of new construction - $8,536,021
3 out of 50 houses over $200,000

2010 Declared value of new construction - $7,228,901
4 out of 48 houses over $200,000

6. Business Items:

a. Public Safety Building Presentation of Draft Proposal
Mr. Bill Bedford of architectural firm Paradigm Design described the proposed design for the Public Safety Building. Mr. Chuck Geenen and Mr. Chad Geenen of GDK Construction were also present to answer questions about the project. 

Trustee Oonk motioned to accept the preliminary draft plans and move forward with the project. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed. Absent: Brink. 
b. Public Safety Building Bid Approval / Soil Borings
Trustee Zylstra motioned to approve the low bid of $3,625 from Soils and Structures, Inc. for geotechnical engineering services for the Public Safety site. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. All ayes. Absent: Brink. 
c. Ottawa County Sheriff Department Quarterly Report.

Deputy David Tuttle reported on the 2013 fourth quarter’s calls for service and traffic incidents. He described several community projects he participated in and described his working relationship with area businesses. 
Sargent Valerie Weiss described the successful Adopt a School program as well as the new Smart 911Ottawa County is beginning. Smart 911 addresses the overwhelming number of calls for service from cell phones and the need for more accurate location information for emergency responders.

Sargent Weiss requested donations for the monument to be constructed near the front entrance of the Fillmore complex. The monument recognizes the work of the Ottawa County Sheriff’s Department as well as serves as a memorial for the three Ottawa County officers killed in the line of duty.  
d. Trustee Zylstra motioned to approve ORDINANCE NO. 370 REZONING PARCEL 70-17-07-200-005 FROM AGRICULTURE TO INDUSTRIAL. Trustee Barkel supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Ayes: Zylstra, Barkel, Myaard, Nykamp, Evink. Nays: Trustee Oonk voted no because the proposed Master Plan which defines this area as Industrial has not been adopted. Absent: Brink.

e. Treasurer Myaard motioned to approve ORDINANCE NO. 371 REZONING  PARCEL 70-17-07-200-011 FROM AGRICULTURE TO INDUSTRIAL. Trustee Zylstra supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Ayes: Evink, Nykamp, Myaard, Barkel, Zylstra. Nays: Oonk. Absent: Brink. 
f. The City of Zeeland requests a donation for a splash park to be constructed next to Brummels Home Furnishings. A board decision will be made after meeting with the promoters. 
7. Committee Reports
a. MACC & MACC TECH. 
Project Clarity requests Zeeland Township make a $400,000 contribution toward cleaning up the watershed. They will be making a presentation at a later board meeting.  
Some of the Michigan surplus budget funds will be used on roads. Additional CMAQ money will go toward the proposed bike path on 64th Ave. 
b. FIRE.
Supervisor attended a recent fire department meeting to discuss vehicle replacement. 

Captain Tom Jekel was appointed Interim Deputy Chief during fire Chief VanHaitsma’s extended vacation. Trustee Zylstra expressed disappointment that the fire chief did not come to the board meeting and will not be around during this critical planning period for the Public Safety Building. 
c. BUILDING /GROUNDS. Supervisor Nykamp expressed a need to get started on VanZoeren Woods’ process. 

d. ROADS. The Road Committee will meet next month. 
e. LANDFILL. Autumn Hills received their construction permit. 
8. Supervisor’s Report. 
a. The Township received a funding request for the Holland Area Arts Council. No decision was made.
b. The Outdoor Discovery Center sent a thank you for ZCT’s financial contribution. 
c. Michigan West Coast Chamber of Commerce sent a thank you for ZCT’s financial contribution. 
d. Open house for Public Safety Building will be in the Townhall, February 20, 2014 from 5-7 pm. 
9. Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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