
ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

March 18, 2014
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on March 18, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Brink, Oonk, and Zylstra. 
1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Trustee Oonk.
2. Motion made by Trustee Zylstra to approve the minutes of the February 18, 2014 meeting. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed. 
3. Citizen Participation / Public Comment. 
a. Commissioner Jim Holtrop, Precinct 1, reported on Board of Commissioner activities: 

i. Met with local units to prepare for possible spring flooding. The possibility of ice jams on the Grand River is high.
ii. The Commissioners are hosting an educational forum on land use plans for fracking.  
iii. Ground water task force will begin their study based on the volunteer groundwater studies they’ve been taking. The Commission appreciates the residents who participated in the study.
iv. Ottawa County’s 3.6 millage rate is the 2nd lowest in the state.  

v. Ottawa County’s AAA bond rating was reaffirmed.
Mr. Holtrop announced his candidacy for District 90 State Representative. He seeks to replace Joe Haveman who will not be seeking reelection due to term limits.

b. Commissioner Al Dannenberg was also present to represent the Commissioner Board.
4. Business Items:
a. Zeeland Public Schools. Superintendent Cal DeKuiper was unable to attend.
b. Drenthe Grove 2013 Financial Report. Mr. Wayne TerHaar reported last summer’s chicken barbeque was successful. Last year the association purchased new picnic tables, 6 park benches, and 6 litter baskets. They restriped the parking lot, repaired playground equipment and removed dead trees. 

This year they plan to replace trees and purchase new playground equipment. Zeeland Recreation will manage the ball schedule.
Mr. TerHaar thanked the board for their help in maintaining the park and assistance during the barbeque. The board returned thanks to the Drenthe Grove Association for their effort in maintaining the park. 
Trustee Brink encouraged the association to seek bids for mowing the south lawn and maintaining the pond.

c. Board of Review Report. The board processed 99 appeals; 69 were for vacant lot assessed value in Prairie Winds. Approximately 20 residents appeared before the board.  
d. City of Zeeland Splash Pad Request. Trustee Barkel recommended due to the number of township projects this year to support this project individually rather than by the township. Donations will be solicited through the web page and newsletter.

e. Sheriff’s Monument Request.  Donations will be encouraged through the web site and newsletter.

f. Public Safety Building Update. Soils and Structures performed soil borings this week. Architects will have construction documents ready for bids by April 1st.
g. Zoning Administrator’s Report. Only 2 building permits were pulled in February. 

h. Treasurer Myaard reported settlement with the county is complete.

5. Committee Reports:

a. PLANNING COMMISSION. The commission updated about 75% of the requested changes to the Master plan.   
b. MACC & MACC TECH. Met in February but did not act on any new issues.
c. ROADS. Trustee Zylstra reported on a recent meeting. Approved projects: 
i. Pave 3/8th  of a mile on Quincy west of 64th
ii. Michigan Chloride will provide dust control.
The committee plans to reevaluate township roads after the frost. 
Several board members attended an open house at Innocademy where they were given a student created study of traffic patterns around the school. Trustee Brink requested the board send a thank you for their effort.  
d. LIBRARY. Clerk Evink reported a recent event encouraging reading attracted a good crowd.  
e. ELECTION Salem Township requested Zeeland Charter Township handle their 32 Hudsonville Public School voters. ZCT agreed and will hold a combined precinct at the town hall for the May 6 election.   
6. Supervisor’s Report. 
a. 2013 audit began this week.

b. Printer/Wi-Fi. Supervisor Nykamp requested the board consider replacing the current printer with a color printer. The board made no decision. Nykamp also requested and the board agreed to install Wi-Fi in the office. 
7. Additional Board Comment 
a. Trustee Barkel inquired about progress on connecting with Zeeland City’s sewer plant. Nykamp stated they are waiting for grant money and final numbers from the consultants.
b. Trustee Brink reported MDOT and Zeeland Farm Services are working on a solution to improve traffic flow around the intersection at Bus 196 and 84th St. 

8. Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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