
ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

January 20, 2015
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on January 20, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Brink, Oonk, and Overweg. 
1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Clerk Evink.
2. Motion made by Trustee Barkel to approve the minutes of the December 16, 2014 meeting. Trustee Oonk supported the motion which passed. 
3. Motion made by Trustee Oonk to approve the minutes of the December 22, 2014 Special Board meeting which appointed Phil Hunderman as Interim Fire chief. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed.

4. Citizen Participation / Public Comment. Ottawa County Commissioner Al Dannenberg reported on county activities and invited questions from the board.

5. Business Items:
a. Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner Presentation. Mr. Joe Bush reported on completed 2014 projects and informed the board about prospective projects for 2015.  
b. Ottawa County Farmland Preservation Resolution. Mr. Dannenberg summarized the program; farmers who agree to not develop their land for a set period of years receive a monetary incentive from the state. Trustee Brink motioned to approve RESOLUTION NO. 815 OTTAWA COUNTY FARMLAND PRESERVATION PROGRAM. Treasurer Myaard supported the motion which passed with a roll call vote. Ayes: Brink, Myaard, Overweg, Nykamp, Evink, Oonk. Nays: Barkel. 
c. Appoint Interim Deputy Fire Chief. Trustee Oonk motioned to approve Mr. Tom Jekel as Interim Deputy Fire Chief for a period of 90 days beginning Jan. 1, 2015. Trustee Barkel supported the motion. Motion carried. 
d. Appoint Board Committee Members for 2015. Treasurer Myaard motioned to appoint Trustee Overweg to both the Road Committee and the Building and Grounds Committee and to appoint Trustee Barkel as chairman of the Road Committee. Trustee Barkel supported the motion. Motion carried. 
e. Final Preliminary Plat Approval. Mr. Jack Barr, representing Nederveld Inc., was present to provide information and answer questions concerning Phase II of Settlers Grove. Trustee Brink motioned to approve the Final Preliminary Plat and Trustee Oonk supported the motion. Motion carried.  
f. Zoning Administrators Report. Mr. Mannes stated December was a slow month. New home permits for 2014 were down for the second year; possibly caused by the lack of available affordable building lots. 2014 also saw 4 condominium permits.

6. Committee Reports:

a. PLANNING COMMISSION. The Planning Commission recommended the board rezone parcel 70-17-04-200-022, 4511 72nd Ave., from Agriculture to Mixed Use Village Zoning.  Mr. Mike Dozeman requested a Special Use permit for a vehicle repair shop on this property. The Planning Commission tabled their decision.  
b. FIRE. Members of the Trustee board and fire committee were invited to an informational meeting with the full fire department to discuss changes occurring within the department. 
c. BUILDING /GROUNDS. The office will be closed to make electrical connections with the Public Safety building’s backup generation. Kitchen improvements are going well at the Dozeman Center.  
d. ROADS. Zeeland Charter Township received a letter from Overisel Township Supervisor Russ VanDam requesting assistance in repairing a culvert on Ottogan Street. Siting PA 51 and comments from Allegan and Ottawa County Road Commissions, Supervisor Nykamp stated it is not Zeeland Charter Township’s responsibility to pay for road repairs on Ottogan Street.  
e. PARKS/RECREATION. Supervisor Nykamp met with representatives from MC Smith concerning the upcoming bid letting for the Drenthe Grove lighting project. Invitations to bid will be in the Zeeland Record. Bid approval will be February 17, 2015. Construction may begin March 2, 2015.
f. ELECTION. Zeeland Public Schools will hold an election for a new bond millage on February 24. Zeeland school residents in Fillmore, Salem, and Overisel townships will vote in Precinct 3.
7. Supervisor’s Report. 
a. Public Safety Building Update. The building should be finished by mid-March. Furniture bids will come in later this week.    
b. 64th Ave. Bike Path. The total project cost is estimated to be $640,000. MACC will grant $412,000 to the project. The remaining amount will be paid out of our bike path fund. 
8. Citizen / Public comment. Commissioner Dannenberg thanked the board for doing a good job managing the township. 
9. Additional Board Comment - None.
10. Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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