
ZEELAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING

March 17, 2015
The Zeeland Charter Township Board held a Regular Board meeting on March 17, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at 6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, Michigan. Members present: Supervisor Nykamp, Clerk Evink, Treasurer Myaard, Trustees Barkel, Brink, Oonk, and Overweg. 
1. Supervisor Glenn Nykamp called the meeting to order. 

                Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

                Invocation offered by Treasurer Myaard
2. Motion made by Treasurer Myaard to approve the minutes of the February 17, 2015 meeting. Trustee Barkel seconded the motion which passed. 
3. Additions and Deletions – None.

4. Citizen Participation / Public Comment. 
a. Mr. Gary Boetsma of 4569 72nd Ave. expressed concern that rezoning his neighbor’s parcel from Agricultural District to Mixed Use Village would set a precedence that could have future ill effects. 
5. Business Items:
a. MACC Watershed Storm Water Guidebook. Ms. Kelly Goward introduced a new guidebook for government units to use when evaluating their Master Plan, codes and ordinances.   
b. Re-zoning Parcel No. 70-17-04-200-022 from Agricultural District to Mixed Use Village District 
Supervisor Nykamp invited Board discussion. Treasurer Myaard stated the area in question lies within the Master Plan’s proposed Mixed Use District. Supervisor Nykamp read an anonymous letter quoting Ordinance No. 9.03 which limits the lot size to one acre. Zoning Administrator Mannes stated the owner could split off a one acre parcel to conform to the ordinance. The board expressed concern about approving a rezoning for a parcel that does not meet the ordinance requirement. They recommended changing the ordinance before allowing the rezoning.
Trustee Brink motioned to table the request until further ordinance clarification comes from the Planning Commission. Motion withdrawn.

Trustee Barkel motioned to deny rezoning parcel 70-17-04-200-022 because it does not meet the zoning requirements. Trustee Oonk seconded the motion. Roll call vote: all ayes. 

c. The board heard the First Reading of Zeeland Charter Township Proposed Truck Route Ordinance forbidding “Truck, Truck Tractor, Truck Tractor and Semi-Trailer combination, or Truck Tractor and Trailer combination, on a Prohibited Truck Route” for “88th Avenue in the Township, north of Gentex North Riley Campus Drive to New Holland Street.” The proposed Truck Ordinance will appear in the Zeeland Record.
d. Fire Chief Appointment. Supervisor Nykamp and Trustee Oonk recommend appointing Interim Fire Chief Phil Hunderman as Zeeland Charter Fire Chief. Mr. Hunderman meets all the requirements for the Fire Chief’s position. Additionally, because Mr. Hunderman was the Deputy Fire Chief, he may be appointed to Fire Chief without an open job application process. 

Trustee Oonk motioned to appoint Deputy Fire Chief Hunderman to the position of Fire Chief for Zeeland Charter Township. Treasurer Myaard seconded the motion which passed unanimously with a voice vote. 
e. Deputy Fire Chief Appointment. Trustee Oonk relayed the fire department’s desire to extend the Interim Deputy’s position; the department would like time to evaluate changes caused by the addition of the new Public Safety Building. 

Trustee Oonk motioned to extend Interim Deputy Chief Jekel’s position through July 31, 2015. Trustee Brink seconded the motion. Motion carried.  

f. Revoke 4B Fabrication IFT. Treasurer Myaard must revoke an IFT delinquent personal property before it can be struck from the rolls. 

Treasurer Myaard motioned to approve RESOLUTION NO. 818 TO REVOKE IFT CERTIFICATE NO. 1996-146 FOR 4B FABRICATION. Trustee Oonk seconded the motion. Roll call: all ayes.
g. West Michigan Plumbing Inspection Rate Increase. Trustee Brink motioned to approve increasing the plumbing permit inspection fee from $45 to $50 per inspection. Trustee Barkel seconded the motion. Roll call: all ayes.

6. Zoning  Administrator ‘s Report. Mr. Mannes received seven new home permits within the past week.
7. Clerk’s Comments – None.
8. Treasurer’s Comments. Settlement with the county is complete, but we are still waiting for payment. Approximately 2.2% of taxes are delinquent. County will reimburse all delinquent real property taxes. 

9. Committee Reports:

a. PLANNING COMMISSION. At a recent meeting the Planning Commission discussed Village Mixed Use District requirements. They also discussed the proposed relocation of The Critter Barn. The Critter Barn will collect 80% of their funding before purchasing the property at 4961 Byron Road. 
b. BOARD OF APPEAL. Met Feb. 24 to consider a request from Jeff DeVries to build an accessory building in front of a house. The property on Riley Street is a former dump site including ravines. The request was granted due to the limited amount of building area on the property.  
c. MACC & MACC TECH. MACC is asking all governmental units to support the May 5 ballot proposal. 
d. ROADS. Committee will meet March 19, 2015 at 7 p.m. to go over projects for the year. 
e. PARKS/RECREATION. The Dozeman Center renovation at the Drenthe Grove is finished and looks good. Trustee Brink believes there should be an increase in the rental rate. The lights at the ball park will get installed this spring.  
10. Attorney Issues – None.
11. Supervisor’s Report. 
a. Board of Review results increased taxable value $68,633. 
b. Fire Trucks are in the PSB. Furniture should be installed next week. The Fire Department’s excited about new building. The Open House will be April 18 from 2 – 5 p.m. with Ribbon Cutting at 3 p.m.
c. Supervisor Nykamp approved Toad Tree Service to remove trees along 64th Ave in preparation for the new bike path construction.
d. CMS Energy refund for LED lighting at the PSB amounted to $3900.

12. Citizen / Public comment – None.
13. Additional Board Comment – None.

14. Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Evink – Clerk

Lisa Freeman – Recording Secretary  
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